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Dear BroTHER, 


S a woman is to herſelf of as much 
importance as Alexander or Czfar 

were formerly in their own eyes, you will 
not, I preſume, be much ſurpriſed to ſee 
me follow your example, and turn my own 
biographer. Add to this, that it is a 
B | proof 
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proof of affection I owe fo good a brother, 
to communicate to him the moſt ſecret 
events of my life, a life as diverſified, 
tho' not ſo uncommon as your own. You 
have juſtly obſerved in your firſt chapter, 
that it is of the utmoſt conſequence that 
parents in procreating ſhould conſider 
what they are about ; and here I am en- 
tirely of your opinion : thinking too - 
lightly of ſo weighty an affair has been 
productive of much evil in the world; 
not to mention Hecuba's dream of be- 
ing pregnant with a firebrand, which was - 
afterwards ſadly verified in the burning of 
Troy, though Paris had, in his infancy, 
been expoſed on Mount Ida, and the more 
ſhocking cataſtrophe of QEdipus and his 
family, none of whom ever came to good, 
which is not, indeed, much to be won- 
dered at, ſince the ſon had the misfor- 
tune of getting his mother with child.” 


Not | 


1 
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Not to mention theſe well-known ſtories, 
every day affords - us melancholy exam- 
ples of the fatal conſequences of neglect- 
ing to take proper care at the juncture in 
queſtion; and the great numbers that 
die at Tyburn, amount to a compleat de- 
monſtration, that copulation is often hud- 
dled in a ſtrange manner, and without 
taking fit meaſures upon the occaſion. 
But to proceed with my ſtory. 


I ſhall begin, dear brother, by letting 


you into a ſecret concerning my birth, 


which will at the ſame time enable you 
to form a more juſt eſtimate of your 
own, than you can at preſent. Not to 
keep you any longer in ſuſpence, we are 
ſiſter and brother by the mother's ſide 


only: our births, however, differ in one 


circumſtance; you were begot in the 
night, whereas I was begot between the 
5 hours 
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hours of three and four in the afternoon : 
Iam poſitive I was—and my father, who 
you muſt know was a Scotch parſon, who 
_ paſſed through the county of- 1 
won't be poſitive in what year of our 
Lord, attacked my mother by her weak 
ſide, which was a turn to enthuſiaſm, and 
ſucceeded ſo well that I was the fruit of 
their intercouſe. It is unneceſſary to in- 
form you, that this happened while my 
reputed father, the natural philoſopher, 
from whom you have the honour of being 
| deſcended, was abſent upon ſome buſineſs 
which detained him about a month; how- 
ever, it afterwards appeared from my 
well-turn'd limbs, and blooming com- 
plexion, that the Scot was as well ſkilled in 
one branch of the phyſical ſcience, as any 
natural philoſopher of them all; andIreally 
believe I, in that reſpect, have reaſon to 
congratulate my illegitimacy. However, 
as 
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as I obſerved above, my father and mo- 
ther could not certainly have taken all 
neceſſary precautions at my birth; and 
this, indeed, ſeems ſomewhat excuſable, 
conſidering how they were circumſtanced 
at the time. They intended, no doubt, 
to have given birth to a veſtal; but from 
not obſerving adue regimen for ſome time 
before the vigorous embrace, I proved of 
a moſt amorous complexion, and love had 
a conſiderable ſhare in all that afterwards 
befel me. This, indeed, might have 
partly been owing to Mars and Venus 
being in conjunction at my birth; for let 
me tell you, brother, the ſtars have great 
influence over the fates of women eſpe- 
cially; and it ſurpriſes me, that ſo pro- 
found a philoſopher as Triſtram Shandy, 
ſhould not have taken notice of the vaſt 
importance of the poſition of the conſtel- 
lations at the geniture of frail mortals. 

B 3 You 
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You ſhall ſhortly hear farther from me. 
In the mean time I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your affectionate ſiſter, | 


S. SHANDY. 


LTH 


DE AR BROTHER, | 
MAKE no doubt that one of your 
philoſophical turn of mind, can re- 

ceive no ſort of concern from the anec- 


dote which I imparted to you in my laſt ; 


you cannot but be ſenſible, that many of 


the nobility and gentry have that circum- 


ſtance of their birth in common with 
you ; and a ſon 1s nevertheleſs his lord- 
ſhip, or the right honourable — eſq; be- 


- cauſe his father was a cuckold. But to 


proceed 
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proceed with the hiſtory of my life: I | 
ſhall not be very particular with regard to 
the circumſtances of my infancy, or my 


childhood ; for you know there is no- 
thing very intereſting in thoſe ſtages of a 
woman's life, though man is of ſuch high 
importance, that a judicious hiſtorian 


ſhould give an exact account of what 


paſſes even whilſt he is in his mother's 
womb. I ſhall begin the hiſtory of my 


adventures, by relating what befel me 
when J was about fourteen years of age. 


You cannot be ignorant, dear brother, 
that at this period, and ſometimes before it, 


both male and female begin to take after 


their firſt parents, and feel a longing for 


the forbidden fruit. For my part I had ſo 


much of the blood of my great grand- 
mother Eve in my veins, that I began to 


feel a longing, not for an apple but for 


B 4 | ſome· 


N 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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ſomething elſe, that is much more apt to 
make a girl's mouth water. Here it is 


proper I ſhould explain myſelf, left you 
ſhould put a worſe interpretation on my 


words than their obvious meaning carries 


with them. There was at that time a 
young footman in our houſe, I don't 


know whether you remember him; but 
as it is poſſible you may not have an exact 


idea of his perſon, as you certainly 


did not ſee him with my eyes, I ſhall 
here give a deſcription of him. He was 
much about my age, or not much older, 
not quite fifteen ; he was rather tall of 
his age, and perfectly well ſhaped ; his 
hair, which was light, inclined a little to 
the ſandy, but exactly became his com- 
plexion, which, tho' fair, had contracted 
ſomething of a ſandy hue from much 
walking in the ſun. There was a hveli- 
neſs in his eyes which inclined to the 


dark, 
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dark, and this gave a moſt pleaſing ex- 
Preſſion to his whole countenance, and 

ſeemed to conſtitute his whole beauty; 
for the eye is of ſo great importance to 
beauty, that poets have, time out of i 
mind, made it the repoſitory of flames, | | 
loves, darts, and what not. Nay, our 
great epic poet has placed heaven in the | 
eye of Eve, tho' it is well known ſhe af- 
terwards ſold all her poſterity to the de- | 
vil. I could here make a very prolix di- | 
greſſion, in your manner, upon the va- | 
T10us operations of the eye, and its power I! 
in exciting the amorous paſſion ; but I i 
| chuſe to defer it for the preſent, and re- li 
turn to my ſtory. ah | 


| Young as I was I could never behold =} 
| this youth with outfeeling a ſenſible plea- — 
| ſure; my eyes brightened with joy when- | 
ever he paſſed by me, and his ſympa- 

) 4 | thiſing 
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thiſing with mine, ſeemed often to roll 
and ſwim in their orbs with pleaſure. I 
declined making a digreſſion a while ago, 
but now I can't reſiſt the temptation of 
making one. We women are fickle, and 
may ſurely claim a privilege of rambling 
from our ſubject; and then ſympathy is 
a favourite ſubje& of mine. When two 
lovers fix their eyes on each other, they 


muſt undoubtedly receive mutually a ſub- 


tile matter from this meeting of their 
viſual rays, which, thrilling through the 
nerves, pervades the whole nervous ſyſ- 
tem, and often produces ſenſations more 
exquiſite than are felt in the very act of 
enjoyment. This, whether the general 
hypotheſis be true or falſe, I experienced 
whenever I ſaw the young Celadon, who 
made the firſt impreſſion upon my youth- 
ful heart; and theſe ſenſations were by no 
means ſtrongeſt in the optic nerves. You 


muſt, 
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muſt, no doubt, take it for granted, that 


this intelligence of our eyes was produc- 


tive of ſomething more, and you will find 


it was from the ſequel. Though we were 
both equally ſmitten with each other, we 


did not at firſt well know what we wiſhed 


for. Though we had frequent opportuni- 


ties of being together for a ſhort time, 


our interviews at firſt did not produce any 
thing more than kind looks, which were 
always reciprocal; ſhort ſighs, and amo- 
rous murmurings, which, tho' perfectly 
felt, were not always underſtood. In fine, 
my caſe ſtrongly reſembled that of Sylvia, 
as deſcribed in a ballad of Mr. Dryden's : 
“ Sylvia the fair, in the bloom of fifteen, 
Felt an innocent warmth as ſhe lay on the green, 
She had heard of it often, but was ſtill at a loſs, 


What they meant by their ſighing and kiſſing ſo 
cloſe; 


By their toying and whining, and claſping, 5 


twining, 


And ſighing, and Kiſſing fo cloſe.” hy My 
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My being ſuch a novice as not to know 


the nature of my caſe, muſt plead my 


excuſe for ſeeking all opportunities of an 
interview with the young footman, who 
had captivated my heart; and ſuch was 
my ſucceſs, that before a month was ex- 
pired my ſtate of uncertainty was at an 
end. In the garden belonging to our 
houſe, there was a ſort of ſummer-houſe, 
in which my father and mother ſometimes 
drank tea: one evening that my father and 
mother were abſent upon a viſit to one of 
the neighbours, and no one left at home 
but the maid-ſervants and myſelf, my 
young ſpark was ſent home by my mother 
to look for ſomething that ſhe had forgot 
in the aforeſaid ſummer-houſe ; when he 
arrived I happened to be there, and was 
at that time employed in reading an amo- 
rous deſcription of an interview between 
two lovers in an arbour in the romance 


of 


— LI. cs 
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of Clelia. When Chriſtopher, for that 
was his name, opened the door, his eyes 
ſparkled with joy ; however, he aſked my 
pardon for having come upon me by ſur- 


prize, and declaring the nature of his 


commiſſion, ſeemed going to proceed to 
the diſcharge of it, when, perceiving like 
ſymptoms of pleaſure in my countenance, 
he approached me, and obſerving that it 


| was a fine evening, and that it muſt be 


very pleaſant to enjoy the refreſhing 


breeze in ſuch a place, I took the hint 


and defired him to ſit down a few mo- 


ments, which he did, after having taken 


the precaution of ſhutting the door. I 
never ſaw him look ſo handſome before; 
his eyes beamed a brightneſs and ſerenity 
which a painter would find it difficult to 
expreſs upon canvals, and his complexion 
appearing of a clearneſs not to be match- 
ed, was bedewed with a ſort of moiſture, 


which, 
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which, on theſe occaſions, indicates the 
internal colliquation of joys felt by the 
ſoul. How I appeared to him I can de- 
ſcribe alſo, as I ſometimes caſt my eye on 
a looking-glais which was placed oppo- 
ſite to us; my hair, which was very long 
and as black as jet, was tied behind and 
hung almoſt half down my back, and my 
eyes, which were of the ſame colour and 
very lively, were fixed upon his, ſeemed 
quite diſſolved in bliſs, and overflowed 
with joy, rolling in a moiſt fluid whenever 
they met thoſe of my lover. To deſcribe 
every circumſtance of this interview would 
be tedious ; for which reaſon I ſhall only 
acquaint you with the reſult of it. After 
Chriſtopher, had greatly exceeded the 
time allotted for the diſcharge of his 
commiſſion, he quitted me with great re- 
luctance; and you may well imagine, 
that I was equally unwilling to part with 


him : 


ter 
his 


ine, 
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him: we reſolved, however, to have fre- 


quent aſſignations at this place. The 


conſequence of our meeting upon this 
occaſion was, that I was, from that time, 
without what lady Wiſhfort fays, raiſes 


women up to angels when preſerved, and 


when loſt debaſes them below the loweſt 
brutes, below men: but I'muſt own, that 


my principles were always ſuch, that I 


neither then could, nor can I now think, 
virginity a thing of ſo much importance; 


nor could I ever conceive how the loſs of 


it ſhould be deſtructive, if not preceded - 
by a ceremony, and ſanctified by a few 
words muttered by a man in black. Th:s 


- may perhaps be looked upon as profeſs- 


ing libertiniſm ; but for my part I always 
loved to ſpeak my mind, and am of as 


noble and independent a ſpirit as Caliſta 


herſcif. I was always charmed with the 
following ſentiments in her character: 


How 
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« How hard is the condition of our ſex! 
'Thro” every ſcene, the ſlaves of lordly man: 


In all the dear delightful days of youth, 


A rigid father dictates to our will, 
And deals our pleaſures with a ſparing hand, 
To his the lordly huſband's ſway ſucceeds.” 
Fair PenITENT., 


I was ſo much of this way of thinking, 
that tho* nature forced a father upon me, 
I was reſolved my liberty ſhould never be 
abridged by the authority of a huſband ; 
and yet, thro' the whole courſe of my 


life, I have enjoyed all the pleaſures of 


the marriage-ſtate, without ever ſuffering 
by any of the various inconveniencies to 
which it is liable: which makes me en- 
tirely of the opinion of Lothario; that 


« As for thoſe other names of wife and huſband, 


They only mean ill-nature, care and broils.” 


Thus 
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Thus you ſee, brother, that my opi- 
nions are pretty free, and in this reſpect 
we are brother and ſiſter; for it is allowed 
by all the world that your morals hang 
a little looſe about you. In my next 
you ſhall hear the concluſion of my 
firſt intrigue. I am, | 


Your Boas ſiſter, 
S. SHANDY. 
LXEXEXEXEXEXEXENEX 
LBTT ER N | 


Dear BROTHER, 
OU ſee I am entirely without re- 
ſerve; I declare my opinions with 
the ſame freedom you inform the world 
of yours, and I no more make a ſecret of 
my practice than of my opiniotis. I al- 
C Ways 
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ways looked upon what paſſes upon the 


world for modeſty as altogether unwor- 


thy of a woman of ſpirit, and ſhall there- 


fore continue to give an account of my 
firſt love- affair with the ſame openneſs 
that I did in wy laſt. One accident or 
other prevented my young lover and I 
from having a ſecond interview as ſoon as 
we could have wiſhed; and I languiſhed 
in impatient expectation of a renewal of 
thoſe ecſtaſies which I had already expe- 


rienced. At laſt, however, the wiſhed- 
for moment came: my father and mo- 


ther, who ſuſpected nothing of the matter, 
one evening ſent Chriſtopher to call me 
down to ſupper; when he came up to 
my apartment, he was ſo bold as to enter 
it without ceremony, and I, for my part, 
was not diſpleaſed with his want of reſ- 
pect. My heart leaped with joy when I 
beheld him; and I was not diſpleaſed that 


my 
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my chamber ſhould be the ſcene of our 
ſecond amorous intercourſe. We could 

not, however, ſtay as long as we willingly 
| would have done; but I now found, for 
the firſt time, that a few moments with : 
love is better than whole ages without it. 
Brother, you may perhaps think me pa- 
radoxical, when I aſſure you that the 
whole happineſs of a woman's life may 
be reduced to a few moments; but you 
are fond of paradoxes yourſelf, and will 

therefore the more eaſily credit my affer- 

tion. 


My commerce with the young lacquey 
continued for near two years; and yet 
ſuch was my ſucceſs, that my amour was 
never diſcovered by my parents, nor did 
the impertinent intruſion of a third per- 
ſon into the world give intelligence of 
what had paſſed between us. I always 

| „ looked 
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looked upon it as one of the moſt cruel 
hardſhips to which our ſex is expoſed, that 
they cannot taſte the ſweets of love with- 
out running the riſque of giving birth to 
a witneſs, againſt themſelves ; and I have 
always conſidered it as a peculiar hap- 
pineſs, that my love- intrigues were never 


attended with the diſagreeable incum- 


brance of children. Thoſe dull crea- 
tures called virtuous wives may take what 
pleaſure they will in careſſing their chil- 
dren ; but for my part, I had rather at 
any time a {light diſorder ſhould be the 
conſequence of a love-affair of mine, 
than ſee myſelf reduced to the ſad neceſ- 
ſity of being a mother. Lord, brother, 
what an odious appellation that of mother 
is! one cannot help thinking one's ſelf 
old when one is a mother. But to re- 


turn from this digreſſion. 


I muſt 
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I muſt now tell you how my affair with 
the young ſpark abovementioned ended: 
he conſtantly vowed eternal love; for, 
tho' a footman, he could make vows of 
fidelity like any nobleman, and the ſequel 
will ſhew that he was not more ſcrupu- 
lous in keeping them. About this time 
a ſervant-maid was hired by my mother, 
who, tho' but a country girl, was in beau- 
ty ſuperior to many ladies of quality. In 
her perſon ſhe was luſty, and her ſhape, 
tho? not elegant, was not defective. Her 
ſkin was very fine, and it is remarkable 
that her hands, notwithſtanding the work 
ſhe was ſometimes employed in, were ex- 
tremely white: her hair was black, and 
her eyebrows finely arched, and pretty 
thick : her complexion, however, was 
very fair, and contained an equal mixture 
of the lilly and the roſe : her eyes rather 
dark, and her features, in general, agree- 
GW. able, 


I Nr 2 
* 
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able, tho” rather large than the contrary. 
Add to all this a beauty, which with many 
of the other ſex would have more weight 
than any of thoſe 1 have defcribed ; I 
mean a boſom, whoſe heaving globes 
equalled the driven ſnow in whiteneſs. Su- 
ſan, for that was her name, ſoon inſinuated 
herſelf greatly into my favour ; and as I 
was not naturally of a jealous temper, I was 
not much alarmed when I perceived my 
young paramour behave to her with a 
ſhew of tenderneſs which would have 
made one of more diſcernment call his 
fidelity in queſtion : however, he ſoon 
grew fo particular, and ſeemed to beſtow 
ſo much more of his attention on Suſan 
than on me, that I could not help expoſ- 
tulating with him, and upbraiding him 
with inconſtancy. The young rogue, 
with an intrepidity of aſſurance which 
would have become his betters, affirmed 

with 
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with many oaths that my ſuſpicions were 
groundleſs; and at laſt had recourſe to 
an argument which gave me ſome ſatis- 
faction for the preſent, tho' my ſcruples 
ſtill remained. My doubts, however, 
were ſoon after converted into n 


One day as I paſſed by Suſan⸗ s cham- 
ber, I heard her ſpeaking low to ſome- 
body, which excited my curioſity, and 
made me liſten with attention. I ſoon 
diſtinguiſhed the voice of my faithleis 

| ſwain, who expreſſed himſelf to this ef- 
fect. Dear Mrs. Suſan, can you ima- 
gine me ſo void of judgment, as to pre- 
fer a ſilly girl to the full-blown charms of 
ſo fine a woman as you are?“ Hearing 
ſomething more to the ſame purpoſe, I 
was tempted to join the ſenſe of ſeeing. 
to the ſenſe of hearing, and confirm one 
by the other, I accordingly applied my 


G4: 7 eye 
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eye to a crevice, which ſeemed to have 
been made in the partition on purpoſe 
to facilitate my beholding what I did not 
deſire to ſee. Here, no doubt, you 
will aſk me what I ſaw—why to deal 
plainly with you, brother, I ſaw ſome- 
thing that the laws of decency forbid me 
to deſcribe, however willing I may be to. 
dwell upon ſcenes of a certain nature. It 
ſeems ſomewhat odd, thar cuſtom ſhould 
have laid ſoextraordinary a reſtraint upon 
women as to forbid them to ſpeak in 
plain terms of what is the ultimate object 
of their deſires, This cuſtom, like moſt 
other cuſtoms, introduced by ceremony 
and punctilio, I always looked upon as 
very abſurd and impertinent ; and yet, 
ſuch is the tyranny of preſcription, that 
I muſt conform to it. I always highly 
approved of the laudable innovations 
made in this reſpect by certain ladies of 


quality, | 
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quality, who, not many years ago, ſo far 
threw off theſe diſagreeable conſtraints, 
as to uſe, familiarly, terms and expreſſions 
which formaliſts proſcribe as obſcene. In- 
deed, the ladies of the preſent age have 
improved upon the hint, by the happy 
thought of toaſting young fellows. A 
ſcene of this kind I have been preſent at; 
for you muſt know I have beenin high life, 
and kept company with ladies of the firſt 
quality. Is not this a charming dialogue, 
brother, and muſt it not have paſſed 

amongſt women of great ſpirit? I wait 
for your ladyſhip's toaſt: - Colonel Atall, 
he's a fine young fellow, and has the 
beſt leg of any man in England. Your 
toaſt, lady —— :--Sir William Morelove; 
lord, he's an angel of a man, and then he 
has ſuch fine black hair ; he looked ra- 
viſhing tother day in the park in a ſuit 
of green and gold; it became him huge- 
ly, ladies; if you had ſeen him you'd all 
| have 
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have been as much 4 in love with him as I 
am myſelf. | 


Thus you ſee, brother, that ladies of 
quality underſtand refining upon pleaſure 
as well as we who are peculiarly denomi- 
nated women of pleaſure. Don't bluſh 
at hearing your ſiſter declare herſelf a wo- 
man of pleaſure. Lord, brother, what 
would life be without pleaſure ? and when 
pleaſure is in queſtion, what woman would 
not purchaſe it even at the expence of a 


Worſe name? I always loved ſincerity; 


and J will freely own to you, that if all 
women are like myſelf, I muſt entirely 
agree with the poet, 


e That ev'ry woman's in her heart a rake,” 


Adieu, dear brother, my tea waits, ſo 
ſhall ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 
:S$ SHANDY. 


29 
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EL EFF E *% Is; 
DE AR a n 


Acquainted you in my laſt with the 
inconſtancy of my faithleſs Strephon. 
Well, and how do you think I was affected 
by it? Surely it was a ſhocking thing for 


a girl of my ſenſibility to be unfortunate 


in her firſt love: well, you men are very 
devils; you exert your utmoſt art to take 
in poor weak girls; and when you have 
compaſſed yourwicked ends, you go upon 
the look-out for another conqueſt. For 


my part, in my youthful days I founded 


you to the bottom, and ſo, inſtead of 
going into a corner, and crying, when I 


had made the diſcovery above-mentioned, 


I reſolved not to trouble my head about 
it, but ſtill to continue my former correſ- 
pondence with Chriſtopher, as if nothing 
had 
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had happened. Jealouſy is the bane of 
love; and I think it a great happineſs that 


1 was born with but a very ſmall tincture 


of it. I ſoon met Chriſtopher, and, in- 
ſtead of upbraiding him with inconſtan- 
cy, told him that the fine weather was not 
over; and that] intended to take a walk in 
the garden, and if he could contrive 
means to diſengage himſelf for a few mo- 
ments, we might enjoy the cool of the 
evening in the ſummer-houſe, as we often 
had done before. The young ſpark pro- 
miſed to meet me at ſix in the evening, 
and was faithful to his aſſignation; from 
which it evidently appears that he was a 
general lover, and it is probable that I 
might have had many other rivals beſides” 

Suſan. Our tranſports at meeting were 
as fierce as uſual; but after we had paſſed 


a. ſhort time in amorous converſe, and 


* like lovers 2 ſmitten with 
each 
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each other, the door burſt open, and who 
ſhould come in but Suſan |! Whether a 
jealous ſurmiſe had made her watch our | 
motions ; or whether chance had directed 


her ſteps thither, I cannot ſay; but it is 


hard to tell whether her fury or vexa- 
tion was greateſt when ſhe beheld us. 
She immediately flew out into reproaches 
againſt Chriſtopher, and whillt ſhe apoſtro- 
phiſed him, you may depend upon it I was 
not ſpared. Chriſtopher endeayoured to. 
appeaſe her, but all in vain; the more he 
ſtrove to calm her paſſion, the more out- 


rageous ſhe grew. She threatned to ac- 


quaint my father and mother with what 
had paſſed between us; ſo that I was at 
laſt obliged to give her to underſtand that 
I knew as bad concerning herſelf ; which, 
when I had made appear by indelible to- 
kens, her paſſion ſubſided a little, and 
. tho? he at firſt ſeemed a little 

ſurpriſed 


— — . 2 * — 2 
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ſurpriſed at being detected, at laſt joined 


with me, in repreſenting that it was for 


our intereſt to keep each other's council. 
The arguments we uſed had ſo much 


force, that ſhe acquieſced at length; and 
thus an accommodation was made, by 
which Chriſtopher ſeemed to be in a ſitu- 


tion ſomething like that of Macheath, in 
the Beggars Opera, liable to be called 


upon by two wives, whenever inclination 
prompted either of them. His caſe was 
indeed worthy of compaſſion; for when 
a woman once thinks ſhe has a claim to 


certain ſervices, ſhe is generally infatiable 
in her demands; what then muſt be the 


diſtreſs of that man who mult ſatisfy two 
at a time? 


This extraordinary accommodation be- 
ing made, Chriſtopher continued for ſome 
time to divide his aſſiduitics between us; 


and 


and 
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and tho* our demands were very frequent, 

he acquitted himſelf but too well; for in 
nine months Suſan was brought to- bed 
of a child; and my father and mother 
immediately ſuſpecting Chriſtopher to be 


the father, which they might well have 


done, had their penetration been leſs than 
it was, made ſo exact a ſcrutiny that they 


at laſt came at the truth. It is proper 


here to inform you, that Chriſtopher and 
Suſan had once been catched in a familiar 
poſture by one of the maids, who was pre- 
vailed upon to keep their ſecret; but be- 
ing afterwards examined, when the above- 


mentioned accident happened, declared all 


ſhe knew, and that was more than enough 
ro convince my father and mother that 
Suſan and Chriſtopher were no better than 
they ſhould be. Happily for me my re- 


putation continued hitherto unblemiſhed 


in their opinion. When they had made 


this 
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this diſcovery, it is natural to ſuppoſe that 
they were not diſpoſed to keep ſuch do- 
meſtics any longer in their houſe, and ac- 
cordingly both Suſan and Chriſtopher 
were immediately turned out of doors; and 
to my great regret it was not poſſible for 
me to have a parting interview with him. 
However, I took care not to die with grief 
for his loſs, and conſoled myſelf with the 
hopes of ſoon finding another as good as 
he. Such an occaſion did not offer itſelf 
quite ſo ſoon as I could have wiſhed. I 
languiſhed three months without taſting 
the joys of love; and I was then ſo habi- 
tuated to them, that I would much rather 
have ſhared a lover with a rival than have 
gone without one. Perhaps you may tell 
me that this contradicts a received maxim, 
That a woman would rather loſe her lover 
at Tyburn than ſee him in the arms of 
another, But I was never a monopolizer 
I | in 
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in love; and it was always my opinion, 


that the pleaſure we receive from a lover 
; is neither greater nor leſs becauſe other 
r women receive pleaſure. from the ſame _ 
$ 1 man. If you men had been always of 
* the ſame way of thinking, how many 
x: murders, wars, proſecutions, and other 
ef fatal events might have been avoided. 
le But you can never bring yourſelf to So- 
as | fia's rational way of thinking, that let a 
elf woman give ever ſo much to her lovers, 
1 he will always have enough left for her 
ag huſband. The example of the French, 
bi- eſpecially of the Pariſians, ſeems highly 
ler worthy of imitation in this reſpect; and 
we I could wiſh my countrymen, who ſeem 
tell ſo well-diſpoſed to copy the French man- 
im, ners, would imitate them in this. At 
er Paris a huſband never minds how many 
1 gallants his wife has, and ſhe is as little 
beer ſollicitous about the miſtreſſes kept by 


in | | D | him. | 


34 The LITE and Op1x1088 of 


him. Cuckoldom in that polite country 
is looked upon as the neceſſary concomi- 
tant of marriage, and no man deſpiſes a 
mother for what he knows he himſelf 


may be reproached with. It is indeed 


ſomewhat ſurpriſing, that ſo ancient and ve- 
nerable an order as that of cuckolds, ſhould 
be treated with ſuch diſreſpect, and that 


horns ſhould be the eſcutcheon of a ſo- 
ciety of which many monarchs have been 


members. Dear brother, I hope you'lI 


pardon this apology for cuckoldom which 
I have made, chiefly becauſe both you 
and I are deſcended from a father who has 


been initiated into the fraternity. It is 


natural for all people to vindicate the ho- 
nour of their families, and the illuſtrious 
Shandy family ſeems to ſtand as much in 


need of a vindication as any family what- 
ſoever. So much ſor the honour of our fa-- 


mily. It is time now to reſume the thread 
of my ſtory. It 


— a, «a «a 
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It was not long before I had a ſecond 
intrigue; and tho' it has been aſſerted, 


that the firſt love 1s always the ſtrongeſt, 
the maxim does not hold with reſpect to 


me. My ſecond paſſion was as ſtrong, 
and attended with as much pleaſure as 
the firſt. Perhaps there are many women 
that could ſay as much; even ancient 
hiſtory affords many examples of this. 
Dido was inconſolable for Sicheus, but 


 #Eneas found means to conſole her in 


the cave a cave by the by is an excel- 
lent place to adminiiter conſolation to an 
afflicted widow. Farewel, brother, I have 
already exceeded the limits of a letter: in 


my next you ſhall hear an account of my 


ſecond love-adventure, 
Yours affectionately, 
s. SHANDY. 
D 2 LET. 
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T 


De AR BROTHER, 


O U are doubtleſs impatient to hear 

the continuation of my amorous 
adventures; ſo J ſhall not keep you long 
in ſuſpence, but proceed directiy with 


my narrative: firſt, premiſing, that a 


woman's firſt love is always the ſtrongeſt, 


unleſs ſhe ſhould happen to have a ſccond. 


Some months after the departure of Chri- 
ſtopher and Suſan, a young gentleman, 
who was a diſtant relation of my mo- 


ther's, happened to pa's thro' our county, 


and was by my father preſſed to ſtay a 
few weeks at his houſe. That you may 
not call my taſte in queſtion, when you 
hear what paſſed berween us aiterwards, 
I ſhall previouſly give you a deſcription 
of his perſon : I am vattly fond ot de- 

ſcriptions, 
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ſcriptions, they help to recal agreeable 
ideas, and throw the animal ſpirits into 
tracks, which they never pals thro' with- 
out delight. The young gentleman I have 


been ſpeaking of was, in his perſon, tall, 


and ſlender, ſomewhat above the higheſt 
of the middle ſtature; his limbs admira- 
bly well turned, and of a ſymetry and 
elegance almoſt inexpreſſible. His legs 
in particular, were ſo finely ſhaped, that 
no ſtatuary could, with his utmoſt art, 


give a perfect idea of them. His face 


had but little colour in it, but his com- 


plexion, in which the lilly predominated 


over the roſe, equalled that of any wo- 


man in delicacy. His hair, which was 


one of his greateſt beauties, was as black 
as jet, and hung half way down his back. 
He wore it tied behind with a ribband, 
and its ringlets diſplayed a thouſand 
nameleſs graces. His eyes were black, 


wy and 
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and rather languiſhing than ſparkling, 
however, they ſhewed a tenderneſs and 
ſenſibility inexpreſſible. His hands were 
extremely fine, and of a whiteneſs not to 
be ſurpaſſed. To theſe perſonal charms 
add an eafe and politeneſs in his beha- 
viour, not often to be met with in a cour- 
tier; and ſomething uncommonly ſweet, 
and inſinuating in his ſpeech : and you 
will not be ſurprized, that ſuſceptible as 
I was of the paſſion of love, I could not 
fee him with indifference. Alas! fo fine 
a young man could eaſily have triumphed 
over my virtue, and deprived me of my 
innocence ; but at that juncture it was 
impoſſible for him to do ſo. I am aware 
that this exclamation gives you ſome ſur- 
prize, and I think I fee you ready to aſk 
me why ? Why, brother, not to detain 
you any longer, that was done before. 
But to return to my ſtory. 

ery 
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Every word and geſture of Mr. Frank- 
ly gave me the higheſt delight; but when 
he addreſſed his converſation to me, I 
felt an inward tranſport which I cannot 
eaſily deſcribe ; however, I had heart 
enough to conceal this from the prying 
eyes of my parents. I could not help 
thinking that there was ſomething more 
than civility in Mr. Frankly's behaviour 
to me, tho' I could perceive that he, on 
his part, took ſome pains to prevent my 
father and mother from perceiving, that 
he ſaw me with the eyes of a lover. How- 
ever, it ſoon after appeared that he did; 
for one evening the ſon of a farmer, who 
lived in the neighbourhood, put a note 
into my hand, and, upon opening it, I 
was ſurpriſed to read what follows: 


Dz4 *< Mapamn, 
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„ Ma DAM, 


I don't know whether the liberty 


JI now take will offend you; but I can- 


not reſiſt the ardent deſire which prompts 
me to declare a paſſion which you in- 
ſpired me with at firſt ſight ; for the 
very firſt glance of ſuch eyes as yours, 
cannot fail of exciting love in any breaſt 


that is not altogether inſenſible. To lan- 


guiſh in filence, and conceal my paſſion, 
is what J at firſt, in vain, attempted ; but 


life will be a burthen to me, till I know 


whether ſhe, who has won my heart, is 
diſpoſed to compaſſionate my pains and 
alleviate my ſufferings. 


Your adorer, 


THO. FRANKLY.” 


Judge whether I was pleaſed at the re- 


ceipt of this letter; I ſhall not attempt 


to 
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to deſcribe the ecſtaſies which it gave me. 


Iimmediatcly wrote an anſwer to it; and 
as I recollected that Eloila has ſaid, con- 


cerning letters, that they 


« Excufe.the bluſh, and pour out all the 
heart.” LEA | 
I did not think it neceſſary to be too re- 
ſerved in my billet · doux. It was con- 
ceived in the following terms: 


cc Sik, 


That woman muſt be 1 inſenſi- 
ble, that can ſee ſo fine a gentleman as 
yourſelf with indifference. I ſhall not 
vainly attempt to perſuade you, that I be- 
held you without emotion : ſhould I do 


ſo, a thouſand expreſſions which I have 
let drop, and the language of my eyes 


more expreſſive than any eloquence, muſt 


convince you of the contrary. I could 


never approve of thoſe conſtraints, which 


a 


—  ---- 


TIES 
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a pretended decorum has laid upon our 


ſex, and will therefore freely own, that I 
feel a mutual paſſion; only wiſh that yours 
be as ſtrong, and prove as laſting, as 
mine. That diſſimulation, which is prac- 
tiſed by ſo many women, I hold in the 
utmoſt abhorrence; for which reaſon I 
make no ſcruple of avowing my love, 
ſince the object of it is deſerving the heart 
of a princeſs. 


Yours, till death, 
S. SHANDY-” 


You may, perhaps, be ſurpriſed at the 
freedom with which I expreſſed my ſenti- 
ments in the letter; but I was always 
above the conſtraints of decorum, as 
much as any lady of quality of them all. 
Mr. Frankly having received my letter, 
immediately wrote to me a ſecond time, 


to 
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to let me know that he had concerted 
meaſures for our having a private inter- 
view: how it was brought about, and 
what paſſed at it, I will inform you of in 
another letter. 
Yours, 


S. SHANDY, 
LETTER 


DAR BROTHER, 


Soon had the happineſs of having a 
rete a tete with my new lover, who 
had found means to gain over to his in- 

tereſt a neighbouring farmer and his wife, 
ſo as to connive at our making their 
houſe the ſcene of our amorous inter- 
courſe. The only difficulty that remain- 
ed, was to find an opportunity of availing 
| ourſelves 
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ourſelves of this convenient place of aſſig- 
nation: this, however, was ſoon remov- 
ed. One Sunday in the afternoon, when 
all the family was going to church, Mr. 
Frankly having concerted the ſcheme be- 
fore received a note, and having read it, 
declared that an unforeſeen accident 
obliged him to go to a place about three 
miles diſtant, and accordingly departed, 
being preſſed by my parents to make his 
ſtay as ſhort as poſſible. I had feigned an 
indiſpoſition in the evening, which ex- 
empted me from the neceſſity of attend- 
ing my parents to church; and it hap- 
pened luckily that after ſervice they were 
to make a viſit, which would, in all pro- 
bability, detain them the whole evening. 
Circumſtances thus favouring two lovers, 
who were reſolved to turn them to the 
beſt advantage, we ſoon met at the houſe 
above mentioned, and were received by 


— the 
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the farmer's wife, who had made tea 


for us; but as ſhe eaſily gueſſed that 
we were not come there for nothing but 
to drink tea, ſhe ſoon, very diſcreetly, 
quitted the room; and her diſappearing 
was ſo well timed, that I have been tempt- 
ed to think that ſuch conjunctures were 


not new to her. When we were thus left 


alone, I appeal to you, brother, whether 


my ſituation was not dangerous; a young 
girl, tete a tete, with one of the hand- 
ſomeſt young fellows in the kingdom, is 
ſurely in a tickliſh ſituation, but, happily, 


a m--d-n-h--d can be loſt but once. With 
regard to what happened at this interview 
I ſhall not be very particular; I ſhall only 
remind you of what you muſt have per- 
ceived already ; namely, that I was a very 


civil young lady; that the gentleman was 


a very civil young gentleman ; ſo it fol- 
lows of courſe, that many very civil things 
| | muſt 
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muſt have paſſed between us: here it is 
probable you may be inquiſitive to know 
whether theſe civil things were ſaid or 
done. Why both, brother : you muſt 
know, a lover upon certain occafions, ne- 
ver ſays a civil thing without doing a civil 
thing; and Mr. Frankly at the time I am 
ſpeaking of, ſaid and did ſo many civil 
things, that I wasquite inchanted with him, 
and, at parting, longed for a repetition of 
the ſame civilities. We could not pro- 
cure ourſelves ſuch interviews as often as 
I deſired, for fear of creating a ſuſpicion; 
but ſome more ſuch we had. However 


1 ſoon found, that love is a more cloying 
meat to men than to women, for cool in- 


difference ſoon diſcovered itſelf in my 
young Lothario; but this I bore rather 
more patiently than Caliſta did the indif- 
ference of her lover. I never once thought 


of flying out, and calling him, Villain! 


monſter ! 
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monſter ! baſe betrayer! but retained a 


grateful remembrance of the pleaſures al- 
ready received, reflecting, that thoſe joys 


were lodged beyond the power of fate. 


You ſee, brother, I am of a philoſophical 
turn of thinking; and this is not to be 


wondered at, conſidering that I am fo 


nearly related to a philoſopher as eminent 


as youtfelf. The philoſophy which I have 
always cultivated in my amours, conſiſts 
in abridging all the inconveniencies that 


attend the paſſion of love, and taſting its 
ſweets, pure and unmixed ; and let me 
tell you, brother, a woman that can com- 


paſs that, may vie for philoſophical fame 


with the grave author from whom you 
have taken the ſerious motto to your co- 


mical book. If you are curious to know 
what ſecret the philoſophical part of the 
ſex have deviſed, in order to ſeprrate the 
pains of love from its pleaſures, it is no 
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other than this, to be firmly convinced, 
that one handſome young fellow is full as 
as good as any other handſome young 
fellow. Here, perhaps, you may aſk 
me, do I make no difference between 
young men, and may not one be hand- 
ſomer and genteeler than another— Why, 
to tell you the truth, I make but very little 
difference between men; any man that is 
handſome enough to pleaſe, is handſome 
enough for me. Farewel, brother, and 
endeavour to edify by the example of 
your philoſophical ſiſter, .. by regulating 
your behaviour to our ſex by the lame 
rule. I am, 


Four alfectionate ſiſter, 
5 5. S HAN Dx. 
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LETTER vn. 


Dzar BROTHER, 


R. Frankly being grown tired of 

me, ſoon grew tired of my fa- 

ther's houſe, and pretending to have ſome 
buſineſs at London which required his 
immediate departure, took his leave; and 
thus was I abandoned and forſaken by my 
faithleſs ſwain. Lord, brother, you men are 
ſtrange inconſtant creatures; but I can't but 
think that woman a much ſtranger creature, 
that ĩs ſo weak as to regret a loſs that may 
be ſo eaſily repaired. For my part I ſoon 
found means to give Mr. Frankly a ſuc- 
ceſſor: a midſhipman coming down to 
paſs ſome weeks at the neighbouring vil- 
lage, ſoon attracted my attention at 
church ; nor did I paſs unnoticed by him. 
He could not be above nineteen or wen- 
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ty years of age: he had long black hair 
tied behind; he was dreſſed in his uniform, 
which every body knows to be blue la- 
pelled with white; this dreſs became him 
highly. He was not very tall, being the 
loweſt of the middle ſtature: his com- 
plexion was fair and ruddy, glowing with 
health; and though his ſprightly coun- 
tenance had ſomething of the alertneſs of 
a ſoldier in it, were his hair powdered and 
dreſſed by a French hair-cutrer, he would 
have paſſed for an effeminate beau. So 
ſmall an alteration may thus convert things 
into their oppoſites : his face, tho' not 


quite ſo handſome as Mr. Frankly's, had 
ſomething in it that appeared more tempt- 
ing to a woman, as it ſeemed to diſcover 
more promiſing ſymptoms. The emo- 
tions I felt in beholding this young offi- 
cer were not of as delicate a nature as 
thoſe inſpired by Mr. Frankly ; they 

| ſeemed 
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ſeemed to contain ſomething of a groſſer 


kind; whereas the ſentiments cauſed by 


the other were more ſublimated, and bor- 
dered a little, indeed, butvery little upon 
the refined love of the Platoniſts. It is 
not, however, to be wondered at, that as 
I grew experienced, I ſhould begin to have 
a more ſolid way of thinking. Indeed 1 
was always equally removed from the two 
extremes; I mean of thoſe ſilly, infatu- 


_ ated girls, who, by ſtudying Caſſandra, 


Clelia, and Cleopatra, fill their heads 
with ſtrange romantic notions, think that 
every man ſhould be an Oroondates, or an 
Alexander, and would make love fo ſen- 


timental and nonſenſical, that a woman 


who is not quite viſionary, could never 
ſubmit to love by their chimerical rules. 
On the other hand, I was never of ſo © 
coarſe an appetite as to reſemble thoſe 
women, of whom Polydore ſays, 

1 „When 


32 The Lier and Or ix iexs of 


When your looſe deſires once Kd the better 


of you, _ 
No hungry churl feeds coarſer at a feaſt : 
* rank fool goes down : * - ' Onynan. 


For my. part 1 ui required three 
things in a man; namely, a handſome 
face, a genteel perſon, and that with re- 
gard to age, he ſhould neither be above 
ſix-and-twenty, nor much under fifteen. 


As for the underſtanding} I never much 


troubled my, head about that; or rather, I 
always took it for granted, that a hand- 
ſome face never belonged to a fool. The 
ſame internal defect, which implies want 
of underſtanding, gives a diſagteeable air 
to the face, which is utterly inconſiſtent 
with beauty. I will, at the ſame time; ac- 
knowledge, that it is impoſſible for a hand- 
ſome man to be a man of deep ſenſe, re- 
flexion, or learning; or rather, that it is 


| — for a man of e reflee- 


tion, 
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tion, or learning, to be handſome; for 
intenſe thought, and application of mind, 
give an expreſſion to the face, which is in- 
compatible with beauty. Thus the ſtu- 
dious man has generally an over: ſerious, 

a ſelf-ſufficient, or a proud and ſurly look. 
Nay, I have known a youth of twenty, by 


\ application to an art, which perhaps re- 

h quires as much thought asanyother, Imean 

1 painting, become as wrinkled as a man of . 
4. fifty. 1 will add one obſervation” before 
ls I quit this ſubject, which was always a fa- = 
int. vourite ſubject of mine: it is impoſſible 
alr for a bad man to be handſome ' for pride, 

ent envy, ill- nature, and other vices, ſtamp 

de- an expreſſion on the face, which can ne- 

nd - ver fail to render it unamiable. This is ſa 

* true, that whenever I ſee a young man, 

ls in whoſe face I could not ſhew any par- 

"OM ticular defect, and yet have. thought it 

ten, ugly, taken for all in all, I always con- 


* cluded 
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cluded that it belonged to a villain; and 
real events have generally evinced the 
truth of my obſervation. I am, 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 


S. SHANDY. 


EIESAS ISAT ES IS SE 
LETTER TL 


DEAR BROTHER, 


N my laſt I juſt opened my third 
amour, with a deſcription of the per- 
ſon of him who captivated my heart for 
the third time: I cannot but think ſuch 
deſcriptions abſolutely neceſſary, in order 


to prepare you for what is to follow. To 
proceed: one evening that I happened to 


be at the houſe of the farmer before- 
mentioned, whither I had been ſent by my 
mother, 
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mother, who was then a little indiſpoſed, 
to procure ſomething that might be of 


ſervice to her from the farmer's wife, Who 


underſtood, or was thought to under- 
ſtand, the nature of herbs, ſimples, &c. 
and had made many ſalutary potions, 


which might vie 1n efficacy with any in 


an apothecary's ſhop, ſhe told me that 


there was a gentleman in the next room 
who had ſome buſineſs of importance to 
impart to me, and immediately introduced 


me to the young ſpark, whom I have de- 


ſcribed before. No ſooner had he ac- 
coſted me, which he did with a tolerable 
aſſurance, but the experienced dame left 


us, telling me that ſhe would go directly 


and prepare ſomething that would cer- 
tainly relieve my mother. When we 
were thus left alone, Sir, ſaid I to the 
young officer, it appears a little extraor- 
dinary to me, that Mrs. ſhould 


E 4 | have 
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have introduced me in ſo abrupt a man- 
ner to a gentleman with whom I am en- 
tirely ynacquainted ; but you ſeem to be 
ſo much of a gentleman, that I am con- 
vinced that I need not be under any ap- 
prehenſions whilſt I am in your company. 
Madam, ſaid he, after having locked the 
door, you may depend upon it that I am 
a man of honour; and I will make it ap- 
pear, that 1. know the. reſpect due to a 
lady as well as any officer in the navy. 
Having ſaid this he drew his chair nigh 
mine, and a converſation enſued the par- 
ticulars of which may be eaſily gueſſed 
by a man of your ſagacity. In the courſe 
of this converſation I happened, inadver- 
rently, to take hold of his fine hair, which 
have deſcribed already, and ſuch was 
my abſence of mind, that I played with 
it with my fingers.—Lord, what an incon- 
{iderate creature I was | The young ſpark 
: was 


to exceed a limited time. 
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was not quite as abſent. as I was; for he 
immediately took notice of it; and faking 
me” about the waiſt, led metto ar 
not to a clock, brother; ſuch a piece of 
mechaniſm may be of great conſequence 
in conjugal love, as huſband and wife 
muſt obſerve ſome regularity in adjuſting 
certain family- accounts; and the former 
may have his private reaſons for not caring 
He led me to 
a c—ch, a thing of much more conſe- 
quence to the intercourſe of lovers, tho? 
they often find that an arbor, or a graſs- 


plot, anſwers their purpoſes full as woll. 


Here you may very probably be ſurpriſed, 
that I ſhould venture myſelf alone with a 
man, in a room where there was a c—=ch, 
I affure you, brother, it was not owing to 
any overweening confidence in my virtue; 
I had ſome reaſon to diſtruſt that, having 
before experienced of how little force vir- 


tue is againſt an opportunity. Lord, bro- 


ther, 
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ther, what is virtue to an opportunity ? 


But I told you already, brother, that I was 
a ſtrange heedleſs creature, ſubject to a 
very unaccountable abſence of mind; 
ſo, I aſſure you, I took no manner of no- 
tice of the c—ch when firſt T entered the 
room, and then I ſaw ſomething in the 
young gentleman that made an impreſ- 


ſion upon me. Lady Wiſhfort ſays, that 
a woman ſhould make the firſt impreſſion 


upon a couch; but it is my opinion that a 
man ſhould make the firſt impreſſion at ſome 


public place, and then a c- ch would not 


be amiſs, in order to renew the firſt im- 
preſſion, and make ſome ſubſequent im- 
preſſions. You men are ſo given to detrac- 
tion, that I do not doubt but you will put 
ſome bad interpretation upon what I ſay: 
but this is only an innocent freedom of 
ſpeech which I indulge myſelf in: how in- 
ſipid would all converſation and literary 
correſpondence be without innocent free- 


doms. But to return to my ſtory: 
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When we were obliged to part, we en- 


caged ourſelves, by a mutual promiſe, to 


have a ſecond interview as ſoon as poſ- 


ſible. Here I think Iſee you ready to aſk © 


me with what intention. Lord, you men 


are ſo ſuſpicious : well, ſay what you will, 


you area thouſand times more cenſorious 
than women. Why, my only view when 
I promiſed to meet the gentleman a ſe- 
cond time was to converſe with him over 
a, diſh of tea: ſuch a thing, you know, 
could not be produttive of any thing in- 
compatible with the moſt rigid virtue. 
Had I, indeed, -promiſed to meet him 
over a bottle of wine, or a bowl of punch, 
you might juſtly have ſurmiſed ſomething 


to the diſadvantage of my virtue; but 


tea, what can be more innocent? The 
very ſteam of it is virtuous, and ſuggeſts 
a laudable zeal for reputation to the 


prude, as powerfully as the fumes of cof- 
: fee 


3 GI 
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fee ER the politician with patriotiſm, 
and a public-ſpirited regard for the good 


of the nation. Such 1s the efficacy of 


tea in promoting female virtue, tho an 


impertinent poet has repreſented it as fa- 
tal to the reputation of women. 


6c Tea, hoy I tremble at thy awful ſteam, 
Like Lethe fatal to the love of fame.” 
| 20 Youxe? s Satirgs, 


Wich its i of tea 1 ſhall conclude 


my Trevor} "WP ſubſcribe myſelf 
Ot Tours Mee 


18. 


deere eee ETUTIGIITTOE 
„ IX. 


> Irie BROTHER, 
Shall not trouble you with an ac- 
count of my ſucceeding interviews 
with the ä who ſoon left the 
country; 


ews 
the 
try; 
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country; and when he took his leave aſ- 


ſured me, that he would always retain me 


in his heart, 


cc His ever gentle miſtreſs and his friend.” 


I made a ſuitable anſwer to his com- 
pliment; tho', to tell you the truth, I did. 


not much regret his loſs, as I began even 


then to have areliſh for variety. What 
would life be without dear variety, and, 
above all, a woman's life? Why va- 


riety is the idol of the ſex, the love of 


change is their ruling paſſion, tho' an old 
bard has repreſented the love of power as 

ſuch. This paſſion, which I had in as great 
a degree as any of the ſex, was ſoon gra- 
tified, and, at the fame time, another paſ- 
fion, whith had' equal influence over me, 
was gratified in like manner. Not long 
after the'departure of my ſea-lover, T hap-- 
pened to be invited to a ball at the houſe 
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of a neighbouring gentleman, where it | 


fell out that a young lieutenant of foot 
was my partner: this I was not diſpleaſed a 
at; and you will gueſs the reaſon when I L 
have deſcribed his perſon. He was a þ 
little above the middle ſtature, perfectly 8 
well ſnaped; his hair, which he wore tied 
behind, was dark, but not quite black; it P. 
was not very long, but the ſhort natural | ®' 
cue which hung upon his back, was more 9 
pleaſing to my eyes than any full -· bottom- * 
ed wig ever made by the moſt {kilful pe- PE 
ruke- maker. From my frequent deſcrip- 21 
tions of hair, you may perceive how im- © 
portant I think it in any man :I could od 
never endure wigs, eſpecially ſince I was I 
given to underſtand, that what firſt gave Th 
occaſion to them was the ſpreading of a dil 
certain diſeaſe, which has often cruelly ee 
embittered the joys of love. To return Je. 
to my officer. His face, which was net- his 


ther 
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ther fat nor lean, was beſpread with a 
youthful bloom, which however did not 
approach to red: his eyes were hazle, and 
had more {ſweetneſs than fire in them, and 
his countenance had in it a mildneſs which 


could not fail to pleaſe. You, may be ſure 


I was highly pleaſed with having ſuch a 
partner; and the more fo, as I ſoon found 


not only by his looks, but by ſeveral 


ſqueezes of the hand, which it was not 
poſſible for the reſt of the company to 
perceive, that he ſaw me in as fayourable 
a light as I did him. The dance had not 
continued long when I was ſeized with an 
odd indiſpoſition, which made me declare 
my reſolution of going home directly. 
There was nothing dangerous in my in- 
diſpoſition ; it was, I believe, a fort of fit, 
occaſioned by my having drank too much 
tea, My partner, after having expreſſed 
his concern, immediately offered to ſce 

2 me 
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me home, which I, with ſome ſeeming re- 
luctance, accepted. It was a fine even- 


ing; and as we walked along thro' a ſe- 


queſtered path, I eould perceive that 


he had his arms about my waiſt; but 
my ſpirits, were ſo much lowered by my 
indiſpoſition, that I did not expoſtulate 


with him upon the liberty he took; or en- 


deavour to diſengage myſelf. To own the 
truth I then wanted ſomebody to ſupport 
me; ſol leaned upon my conductor's arm, 
and thus we went on till we paſſed by the 
houſe of the farmer before-mentioned, 
upon which I declared my deſire of going 
in, and taking ſomething to revive my 
ſpirits. We entered, and were immediately 
conducted to the room I have deſcribed 


before, by the woman of the houſe, and l 


ſoon after took a cordial preſented to me 
by the hands of the young officer, which 
entirely diſpelled my indiſpoſition. Tou 


4 | may | 


did 
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may, perhaps, be curious to know what 
this cordial was. Well, brother, I will 
gratify your curioſity 7 why, this cordial 
was only a glaſs of ratafia: I would not 
have you think that I make a practice of 


dram · drinking ; but you know, brother, 


any hing is allowable for ehe preſerva- 
tion of one's health. To conclude my 


adventure, I did not think it adviſeable to 


go any farther with the young officer; 
and having ſignified my intentions, he 
immediately took his leave. The farmer's 
ſon was diſpatched hereupon to our houſe, 
with an account of the accident that befel 


me; and the chaiſe was immediately ſent 


to convey me from the farmer's houſe to 
our own. I acted my part ſo well upon 
this occaſion, that my parents never once 
formed the leaſt ſuſpicion ; but being en- 
ticely taken upwith concern for my health, 
did all that lay in their power to relieve me, 

* but 


66 The LiIrE and Or Iixioxs of 


but nothing they could do had half the 
efficacy of the glaſs of ratafia at the thatch- 
ed cabbin. I am, 

| Dear Brother, 

Your affectionate ſiſter, 


S. SHANDY. 
SESEESSESSSEEEEEEEESLLLELELES 
L'ET TD ' RX, 


Dear BROTHER, 
HERE has hitherto been a ſame- 


- neſs in my adventures, which you 
may perhaps have found tedious ; but my 
ſtory will ſoon be more diverſified, as 1 
ſhall ſhortly play my part in the great me- 
tropolis of theſe kingdoms. . London is 
ſurely the beſt place in the world for the 
education of a young lady: it in this 
reſpect, at leaſt, equals Paris; for though 


in 
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in this latter city there is à greater 
external appearance of freedom among 
women, the ſolid pleaſures of love are 
enjoyed in as high a degree of perfec- 
tion in the former. I may, however, 
ſay without vanity, that though born 
in an obſcure corner of the country, 


J never miſſed a London education; ſo 


great is the advantage of being by nature 
endowed with a quick and lively genius. 
I ſhall now inform you what occaſioned 


my being introduced into what is called 


the world. You muit, doubtleſs, remem- 
ber our aunt Dorothy Shandy, tho' Lon- 


don was her place of reſidence, ſhe ſome- 


times, but very rarely, paid us a viſit in 
the country. She was a little advanced 
in years, and of ſuch a matron-like ap- 
pearance, as would very well become Di- 
anna Trapes in the Beggars Opera. She 
had not been long at our houſe, when ſhe 

F'2 - __ took 
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took notice of me as a girl of great ſpi- 


rit; and in ſeveral converſations ſounded 
me with queſtions to which I anſwered 
fo pertinently, that ſhe formed a very 
advantageous idea of my underſtanding, 
She therefore ſoon after took an occaſion 
to propoſe to my parents to ſend me up 
to town with her, inſinuating her expec- 
tation, that I would there ſhortly meet 
with an advantageous match. My pa- 
rents readily conſented ; and it was very 
vifible that they thought this would be 
the means of delivering them from a bur- 
then they did not care to be encumbered 
with. After I had taken leave of my pa- 
rents, with very little regret on either 


| fide, my aunt and I departed for London 


in the ſtage-coach. Here you may very 
probably aſk, why ſhe choſe rather to go 
in the ſtage-coach than her own? To this 
L anſwer, that it was becauſe ſhe kept 


none 
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none. I ſoon found that the ſex was 
treated with but very little ceremony in 
ſtage-coaches. The other travellers were 
two ſea-captains, a Scotchman, whoſe oc- 
cupation I could not gueſs at by his ap- 
pearance, and an enſign of foot. The 


_ enſign, who was a ſhort black man, with 


ſuch frizzled hair as would have been a 
very good excuſe for his wearing a wig, 
ſeemed to have ſcarce doſed off the fumes 
of the laſt night's debauch. I ſoon found 


myſelf right in my conjecture ; for after 


having indulged himſelf with a ſhort nap, 
he, without ceremony, informed the com- 


| pany, that he had got fuddled the night 


before with ſome of his fellow-officers, 


and one of them obſerving that his wig. 
did not curl, he immediately took it off 
and threw it into the fire, and let it burn, 
queue and all. After we had gone on a 
little farther, without any material con- 


3 verſation, 
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verſation, he addreſſed himſelf to my aunt 


in ſo familiar a manner, that I thought 
they had been a long time acquainted. 
He aſked her whether as much company 
frequented her houſe as formerly, adding, 


that he propoſed ſhortly to pay her a viſit 


if his health would permit him. He ſoon 
after inquired about her husband, which 


ſurpriſed me, as I always underſtood that 


my aunt was a fingle woman. But my 
ſurprize ill increaſed, when he aſked her 
whether he did her buſineſs as well as 


uſual? and whether he ſtill ſpoke with 


the ſame hoarſe boatſwain's voice ? Theſe 
familiarities ſurpriſed me ; but ſoon after 
one of the ſea-captains, and the Scotch- 
man attacked me in the ſame diale&. 
This rivalſhip produced a ſort of a quar- 
re] between them, the ſailor ſwearing that 
he had been a-head of the Scotchman, 


who, with a broad Scotch accent, made 
2 | anſwer, 
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anſwer, No, you have ſupplanted me like 
a traitor : ah, Judaus Iſcariot. Tho' 
the terms of courtſhip uſed by theſe two 
polite ſuitors, were by no means delicate, 
| was far from being diſconcerted by their 
effrontery ; and being miſtreſs of an ex- 
traordinary preſence of mind, and a great 


readineſs at repartee, I made ſuch anſwers 


as ſoon delivered me from their imperti- 
nence. Thus, brother, you ſee I know 
how to bring down my man more ways 
than one. Many a fooliſh country girl 
would have bluſhed, and been over- 
whelmed with confuſion upon this occa- 
ſion ; but, thank my ſtars, I was never 
ſubject to the uneaſy ſenſation of ſhame, 
than which nothing can be more unbe- 
coming a woman of ſpirit, as appears 
evidently from the conduct of ladies of 
quality, who ſeem to have laid it aſide as 


aukward, and fit only for low wretches. 


F;- iy 
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My behaviour upon this occaſion was ſo 
proper, that it entirely freed me from the 
perſecution of the two low- lived fellows 
above-mentioned ; ſo the converſation 
grew ſomewhat more decent, and the en- 
ſign, who ſeemed before to take but little 
notice of me, afterwards addreſſed his 


_ converſation chiefly to me; and I was ſo 


much upon my guard in my anſwers, 
that I really believe I paſſed upon him 
for a woman of condition. Nothing very 
remarkable happened during the re- 
mainder of our journey. We arrived 
that very night in London: my aunt 
immediately ſent for a hackney- coach, and 
ordered the coachman to drive to her 
houſe, at the ſign of the Punch - bowl and 
Petticoat in Drury- Lane. In paſſing thro? 
the ſtreets of London, every object that 
met my eyes filled me with a ſecret de- 
light: I thought that I had been out 

of 
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of my ſphere all my life before, and that 


J was now re entering my native home. 


The hurry and buſtle of the ſtreets was 
entirely to my taſte, and pleaſed me much 
more than the dull tranquillity of the 
country. As it was then late, and my 
aunt and I were both tired, ſhe ordered 
ſupper to be ſerved up in a back-parlour, 
which being over, ſhe wiſhed me a good 


night, and bidding the maid light me'to 


my room, went up ſtairs. The maid, if 
ſhe can properly be called ſo, conducted 
me to a room, which was neither large 
nor well furniſhed. I had not before had 
an opportunity of taking particular notice 
of her; but when we entered the room I 
eyed her attentively, and could not but 
think J had ſeen her ſomewhere'before : 
ſhe viewed me with equal earneſtneſs, and 
our ſurprize was mutual, when I in her 
diſcovered Suſan, and ſhe in me Miſs Su- 


key, 
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key, her young miſtreſs ſometime before. 
I could not but expreſs my curioſity to 
know what had happened to her ſince ſhe 
was diſmiſſed my father's ſervice, and ſhe 
gratified it, by letting me know, that af- 
ter the unfortunate diſcovery which has 
been related before, ſhe ſet out with Chri- 
ſtopher for London, where they were 
both equally at a loſs, not being acquaint- 
ed with a living ful. That after they 
had lodged a while in the ſame houſe 
where they paſſed for brother and ſiſter, 
an Iriſh gentleman (I thought he muſt be 


a gentleman, ſaid ſhe, for he wore a bag- 


wig and a ſword, and was dreſſed in a ſuit 
of brown rateen, laced with gold) addreſ- 
ſed himſelf to her, and propoſed to take 
her into keeping. She gladly accepted 
the offer, ſeeing herſelf upon the point of 
being reduced to the moſt extreme diſ- 
treſs : ſhe continued to inform me, that 

he 
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he took lodgings for her near Scho- quare; 
but after they had cohabited together about 


three weeks, he diſappeared one morn- 
ing, and the very ſame day the woman of 
the houſe miſſed, as ſhe affirmed, to the 
value of eight pounds in plate. She was 
then, ſhe ſaid, in a terrible perplexity, as 
the landlady then charged her for board 
and lodging, and even taiked of getting 
her arreſted, upon ſuſpicion of being an 
accomplice in the theft. Happily for 
her Mrs, Dorothy Shandy juſt then came 
to the houſe, as ſhe had ſome connections 
with the Jandlady, and enquiring into the 
affair, deſired to ſee and ſpeak with her. 
Being a woman of penetration ſhe eaſily 
dived to the bottom of the affair; and 


being convinced by Suſan's anſwers of her 


innocence, ſhe offered to ſatisfy the land- 
lady for the three weeks board and lodg- 
ing, and took Suſan home with her, where 
ſhe 
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ſhe had remained ever ſince in the quality 
of a ſervant. This account awakened 
my curioſity, and I aſked Suſan ſeveral 
other queſtions; from her anſwers towhich 
I ſoon found that my aunt Dorothy was 
one of thoſe civil, obliging old ladies, 
that accommodate gentlemen with a pot 
of tea, a private room, and a pack of 
cards. So you ſee, brother, ours is an il- 
luſtrious family, and that you are not the 
only perſon of worth belonging to ir. 
The place occupied by my aunt is, per- 


haps, the moſt important that can be oc- 


cupied by a woman; and ſhe that acquits 
herſelf of the duties of it in a confcien- 
tious manner, may juſtly be looked upon 
as 2 public benefit. I was by no means 
diſpleaſed at receiving the information 
above-mentioned, as I had always a great 
longing to ſce the world, and now be- 
gan to think myſelf in a fair way of 
| | | having 


however this might perhaps be productive 
T of 
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having my deſire gratified. In the Re- 
cruiting Officer, Sylvia, whoſe character 
I always greatly admired, ſays, that a 
man cannot know the world without hav- 
ing half a hundred friendſhips,” and as 
many amours; and if this is true of man, 
whoſe intellectual faculties are ſo much 
ſuperior to thoſe of our ſex, ſurcly a wo- 
man, in order to know the world, ſhould 
have at leaſt five hundred amours; as for 
friendſhips we can do pretty well without 
them. How it may be with your ſex. [ 
cannot tell; but I dare venture to affirm, 
that no woman would be ſorry. if” there 
was never another woman in the world. 


Lord, how happy would a woman be if 


ſhe was the only female in a country in- 
habited by men ; ſhe might certainly 
reign over them like a quten, and lead 
them according to her will and pleaſure: 
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of ill conſequences too, and I believe 
things are better as nature has contrived 
them. Let there be ever ſo many wo- 
men, there will always be men enough 
for them all, or near the matter. I am, 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 
S. SHANDY.” 


wo ee Pur Pu ar re 
L ET: TE N Tl. 


DAR BROTHER, 


OU ſee I act the part of a kind ſiſter, 
not only in informing you without 
reſerve of {uch particulars as few women 
would care to communicate even to a bro- 
ther, but like wiſe in ſetting you right with 
regard to ſome family. circumſtances, 
which you might before have been igno- 
rant of. To proceed with my narrative: 

> | My 
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My aunt told me next morning at 
breakfaſt, that it was a melancholy conſi- 
deration, that a young woman of my ac- 
compliſnments ſnould have ſo long been 
buried in the obſcurity of the country: 
My dear Sukey, ſaid ſhe, your fortune had 
been made long ſince, had you been pro- 
duced upon the brilliant theatre of the 
town; but thank God it is not too late 


yet: there is no place like London you 


ſhail ſee company immediately, and if you- 
take my advice, and behave diſcreetly, 
you may depend upon it you will find 
your account ia it. I was not ſuch a no- 
vice but I gueſſed what ſhe meant by this; 
and I gave her to underſtand by my an- 


ſwer, that I was willing to be directed by _ - 


a woman of her ſuperior underſtanding. 
Perhaps, brother, you may be ſurpriſed 
that I ſhould prefer this way of life to that 
I led in the country with my parents but 
I 
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I always loved liberty; and I imagined I 


| ſhould be under much leſs conſtraint here 
than at home. Beſides, I had for a conſi- 
derable time longed to ſee the town, and 
enjoy its pleaſures, of which I had form- 
ed a pretty good idea from the works of 
{ome ingenious authors, particularly that 
excellent book, entitled, The Memoirs of 
a Woman of Pleaſure ; in reading which 
I always took as much delight as the ſup- 
poſed authoreſs could have done in lead- 
ing ſuch a life. My aunt continued to 


inform me, that there was a great deal of 


company to ſup at her houſe that very 
night, and telling me that I ſhould be one 
of the party, admoniſhed me to act the 
Part of a v--g-n, for which ſhe had rea- 
ſons which are not hard to be gueſſed at. 
About nine o'clock at night the company 
came; | ſtayed awhile in a parlour, near 
the room where they met, by the direc- 

2 | tions 
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tions of my aunt Dorothy, who ſoon after 
brought in a gentleman who had dealt 
with her for a commodity which he 
thought me poſſeſſed of, tho? there did 
not now remain the leaſt veſtige of it. 


This gentleman, tho? not abſolutely diſ- 


agreeable in his perſon, was the moſt or- 
dinary man that I yet had an affair with, 
and ſo I ſhall not deſcribe his perſon. Af- 
ter a very ſhort converſation, in which I 
anſwered to the ſatisfaction of my tutoreſs, 
he introduced me to the company in 
the next room, by the name of Miſs Ly- 
dia Hooper, for that was the name my aunt 
intended 1 ſhould go by, having her pri- 
vate reaſons for keeping it a ſecret that 
we were a kin. The company was com- 
poſed of five gentlemen and five ladies, 
wherappeared-Aat firſt fight to be of the 
profeſfion into which I had juſt been ini- 
tiated.=: Their manners were very free, 


TT 2 G 55 and 
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and the whole company ſeemed very well 
diſpoſed to mirth, in which I would wil- 
lingly have joined with them, but was 
obliged to aſſume a demure behaviour as 
more ſuitable to the character I perſonated. 
This, however, was a conſiderable con- 
ſtraint to the natural gaiety of my temper. 
After ſupper the gentlemen and ladies 
plied the glaſs with equal alacrity; and I, 
ſeemingly declining to keep pace with 
them, was preſſed to it by my gallant, 

who, notwithſtanding all my apparent re- 
luctance, at laſt prevailed. Tho? I had 
ſeveral times enjoyed the plcaſures that 
Venus diſpenſes to her votaries, this was 
the firſt time I taſted thoſe beſtowed | by 
Bacchus, and now I began to think that 
the latter muſt greatly contribute to 
heighten the former. After a night ſpent 
in ſinging, ſwearing, and looſe converſa- 
tion, each knight-errant retired to his 
EA. Dul- 
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Dulcinea; and I played my part fo 
well, that my gentleman never upon 
ſuſpected that he had been impoſed once 
this was, indeed, in 'a great meaſure 
owing to ſome preparatory meaſures 


taken by my aunt, who was very 
knowing and ſkilful in her profeſſion. 
The next night, about the ſame hour, my 


new lover had a ſecond interview with 
me: the reſt of the company conſiſted 
entirely of new male viſitors, amongft 
whom I was ſurpriſed to diſcover 


gueſs who, brother] diſcovered my old 


gallant Frankly. Surprize was fo viſible _ 
in both our countenances, that it would 
certainly have been taken notice of, had 
not the reſt of the company been then in 
ſo noiſy and laughing a humour as to 
mind nothing. We both, however, ſoon 
recollected ourſelves, and behaved in ſuch 
2 manner that no one would have ſuſpect- 
| G 2 ed 
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ed that we had been old acquaintances. 
My lover having paſſed a ſecond night 
with me, his paſſion greatly abated. Pro- 
bably he might have been ſo nice as to be 
ſatisfied with nothing but the above- 
mentioned commodity, which muſt ſurely 
be very ſcarce in Drury-Lane, and which 

may be very much called in queſtion elſe- 
where: be that as it will, he diſcovered | 
no deſire to paſs a third night with me; 
and this 1 was not ſorry for, being already 
grown weary of him. Tho' I was glad 
that Frankly had not diſcovered his know- 
ledge of me, I was deſirous of having a 
private interview with him; not that I 
felt my former paſſion revive, but thro? a 
mere motive of curioſity, a paſſion very 
predominant ina woman, [longed to have 
a converſation with him, in order to know 
whether I was totally obliterated from his 
heart. I am, your affectionate ſiſter, 


S. SHANDY, 
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LETTER ME 


DAR BROTHER, 


HE opportunity which I longed for 

did not immediately offer itſelf, but 
ſomething happened that made me wait it 
patiently, A dancer, belonging to the 
opera, at that time began to frequent our 
houſe ; and it was with pleaſure I per- 
ceived that he diſtinguiſhed me amongſt 
the other ladies of pleaſure, whoſe venal 
charms contributed to bring cuſtom to 
my aunt, Thus my ſatisfaction was en- 
hanced, by obſerving the jealouſy which 
this preference occaſioned in my compa- 
nions ; for whatever may have been aſ- 
ſerted to the contrary, common proſtitutes 
are not altogether unſuſceptible of the 
paſſion of love; and tho ever ſo much 
hackneyed in W a handſome young 


63 | fellow 
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fellow never fails to make an impreſſion 
on them: ſuch an appellation ſeems, in- 
deed, too weak for the dancer in queſtion, 
whoſe beauty might vie with that of an 
Adonis, or a Narciſſus. He was rather 
tall, and his perſon, which was elegant 
and exactly ſhaped, inclined to the ſlen- 
der. His hair, which was light and of a 
fine colour, exactly ſuited his complexion, 
which was extremely clear and fair, and 
his eyes, which were of a fine colour, 
ſhewed a dove. like mildneſs, more pleaſing 
than the luſtre of thoſe piercing black 
eyes which are common in his country- 
men: in fine, his face diſcovered a deli- 
cacy, mixed with an effeminate ſoftneſs, 
not to be ſurpaſſed by that of any woman. 
J was particularly pleaſed with having 
made ſuch an acquaintance, as I always 
looked upon dancing as an accompliſh- 
ment eſſential to a young lady. This 

elegant 
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elegant accompliſhment I was deprived 


of by my odious country education. 


Lord, brother, what is a young lady 
without dancing: I mean genteel danc- 
ing, ſuch as can be learned only from 
a Frenchman, or an Italian; for as for 
plain country-dances I had learned them 
before I came to town; — ſo, brother, I 
thought myſelf happy in having met with 
a maſter capable of teaching me fine 
dancing in all its branches. As he was 
an Italian I learned ſome certain ſteps 
from him, which are not ſo frequently 


taught by the beſt French dancing maſ- = 
ters. If I was fond of dancing before! 


grew enamoured of it after I had received 
a few leſſons from ſignor Valentini, for 


that was his name. But, alas! in a ſhort \ 


time my dancing-maſter, whether on ac- 


count of the multitude of his avocations, 


or ſome accident which I could not gueſs 
| G 4 at, 
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at, left off attendance, and I was now in 
a great perplexity. I was ſadly afraid 1 


ſhould forget what I had learned, tho' 1 


was indeed an apt ſcholar, and the few 


leflons I had received had made a great 


impreſſion on me. I was therefore con- 


ſtantly upon the look-out for a dancer, fit 


to ſupply the place of ſignor Valentini, 
and fortune ſoon favoured my wiſhes. A 
young Frenchman, who was then a cha- 
rus-dancer at Drury-Lane play-houſe, 
came pretty often to my aunt's; and tho? 
| the did not think much of ſuch a gueſt, 
becauſe he was not able to ſpend much 
at her houſe, I was very glad of this op- 
portunity of recovering my dancing, and 
ſo, at the intervals of my attendance on 
company, 1 took a leſſon from Monſ. Du- 


pied, who, tho but a chorus dancer, was 


capable of teaching a minuet, or a pas de 


trois to any counteſs in the land. He was 
not 
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not ſo fine a young man as the Italian, but 
he was a very pretty fellow, and had a 
ſprightlineſs and vivacity which never 


fails to enchant our ſex: for; as Dryden 
juſtly obſerves, 


« Our thoughtleſs ſex is caught with ou tward form 
And empty noiſe, and loves itſelf in man.“ 


Tho' low he was exactly ſhaped, and had 
exceeding good limbs ; his eyes and hair 
were dark, and his complexion ruddy, 
There was ſomething very pleaſing in his 
face, and this, upon examination, I found. 
to conſiſt in the livelineſs and good hu- 
mour, viſible in his features. I profited 
ſo well by the inſtructions of this maſter, 
that I, in a ſhort time, could acquit my- 
ſelf in a French dance, as well as any lady 
of quality in the kingdom. Lord, bro- 
ther, why did you never learn to dance— 
you'll tell me, perhaps, that dancing is 

not 
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not an accompliſhment for a philoſopher 
but ſurely, brother, you that are a ſcho. 


lar cannot be ignorant that Socrates, the 


prince of philoſophers, learned to dance 


in his old age. And let me tell you, bro- 


ther, that many who form a judgment of 
you from your writings, have agreed 
that you are admirably calculated to ſhine 
in a groteſque dance. Nay, ſome have 
gone ſo far as to aſſert, that you muſt 
have been in a dancing humour when you 
compoſed your extraordinary work; tho 
for a dance you ſeem ſomewhat extrava- 
gant and wild, ſo that it is frequently affirm- 
ed of you, that you have as many humours 
as a dancing bear. Do, brother, take my 
advice; learn to dance, and then we will 
call you Triſtram Shandy, the OY 
philoſopher. EM C 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 
| 8. 8 HANDY. 


DY. 
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I. MT FE N 


Dear BROTHER, 


W HEN I had learned to dance I be- 


gan to think myſelf above living 
in ſubjection to my aunt, and I waited 


with impatience for an opportunity of 


| bettering my condition; ſuch an oppor- 


tunity ſoon after offered itſelf : a gentle- 
man, with whom J had an interview one 

night at my aunt's, propoſed to take me 
into keeping, and I very gladly accepted 
his offer. I, however, expreſſed ſome un- 
eaſineſs at quitting my aunt, who had be- 
haved to me with great tenderneſs and 
affection; but he told me that he would 
take care to make that matter eaſy; and 
accordingly uſed arguments, which were 
of ſuch weight with her, that ſhe readily 


conſented to part with me. At our tak- 


ng 
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ing leave, which was a very moving ſcene, 
ſhe gave me a great deal of wholeſome 
advice, and repreſenting the fickleneſs of 
men to me, in very pathetic terms, ſhe 
concluded her admonition with theſe em- 
Phatical words; * Miſs Sukey, ſet a pro- 
per value upon yourſelf; the more you 
make of yourſelf the more the men will 
make of you, and, above all, take care to 
ſhun low fellows; they have been the ruin 
of many a girl that might otherwiſe have 
made her fortune.“ I afterwards found 
reaſon to wiſh that I had not neglected 
this latter part of her advice. Mr. Bel- 
lamy, for that was my keeper's name, 
took a genteel lodging for me, not far 
from Gray's Inn, where he had cham- 
bers. There ſeldom paſſed a day but he 
paid me a viſit, and he often ſupped with 
me, and paſſed the night at my lodgings. 
He had a particular reaſon for never being 

| ſcen 
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ſeen with me at his chambers, as he lived 


with a relation who would not have failed 
to give his father intelligence of our in- 


trigue. He was fo very polite, that when- 


ever he was ſo engaged that he could not 
give me a call, he always ſent to let me 
know that I might not wait for him to no 
purpoſe. He happened one day to ſend 
his French hair-cutter upon this errand ; 


he was ſtrangely overſeen in chuſing ſuch 


a perſon for this commiſſion. In the 
whole courſe of my amours I never ſaw a 
handſomer young fellow; his eyes I ſhall 
not take upon me to deſcribe; it would 


baffle all the {kill of a painter to repreſent 
them upon canvaſs: his hair was dark, 


but he wore it powdered, and in a bag, 
like moſt of his trade : his white clothes 
became him vaſtly : he was low, but per- 
fectly well ſhaped ; and in his face there 


was a ſweetneſs inexpreſſible, which was 


rendered- 
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rendered ſtill more enchanting by the eaſe 
and politeneſs of his addreſs. He liſped 
his Engliſh in a manner that pleaſed my 
ear prodigtouſly ; and to conclude, I was 


fo ſtruck with his figure, that my fancy 


formed him of the angelic kind. No 
| ſooner had he delivered his meſſage, which 
he did with a grace not to be expreſſed ; 
but I began to think he might be very 
capable of ſupplying the place of his maſ- 
ter; and if Bellmour's doctrine be good, 
that a woman, in the abſence of her huſ- 
band, ſhould endeavour to alleviate her 
grief for being deprived of him, by 
chuſing a gallant whoſe features have a 
reſemblance to his : ——ſurely a kept miſ- 
treſs may be allowed to ſupply the place 
of her keeper, without being under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of chuſing one who 
reſembles him. I will freely own to you, 
brother, that one of my reaſons for tak- 

2 ing 
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ing a liking to this young fellow was, 
that he had not the leaſt reſemblance to 
Mr. Bellamy; for, as I had been-confined 


to him alone for ſome months, the natu- 


ral inconſtancy of my temper began to 
get the aſcendant, and I then ſhould have 
been glad to have changed him too for 
of iaferior perfonal accompliſhments. 
What then muſt have been my ſenti- 
ments, when there ſtood before me a 
youth as much ſuperior to Bellamy as Hy- 
perion to a ſatyr | I could not heſitate a 
moment where to give the preference; 
for tho the heyday of my blood was not 
then over, it was ſo far temperate as to 
wait upon the judgment, and what judg- 
ment could heſitate a moment about quit · 
ting a ſatyr for Hyperion. Seeing that 
Monſ. Merlan, who: had delivered his 
meſſage, was preparing to take his leave 
with a low vows I told him I had ſome- 


thing 
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thing to aſk him about Mr. Bellamy, and 
deſired him to ſtay; but conſidering that 
our converſation was likely to be pretty 
long, I deſired him to ſit down, which he 
did, after - modeſtly excufing himſelf, 
When he was ſeated I drew my chair near 
his, and telling him I was credibly in- 
formed that Mr. Bellamy was inconſtant, 
aſked him how he thought a woman 
ſhould behave to an inconſtant lover? To 
which he anſwered, * Madame, when a 
lover is inconſtant to a lady, that has ſo 
many agremens as yourſelf, he deſerve 
that his maitreſſe ſhould be inconſtant to 
him, and dat is de moſt terrible ſort that 


can befal him.” By this anſwer I per- 


ceived that my gentleman was ready 


enough to take the meaning of the queſ- 
tion I had propoſed. Lord, Monſ. Mer- 
lan, ſaid I, you ſpeak of inconſtancy as 
a thing pardonable in our ſex as in your 
1 own. 


I. 
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own. Et ſans contredit, madame, re- 
plied he, it is juſt the ſame thing, C'eſt 


tout a fait la mEme choſe. Why ſhould 


de gentleman have any privilege that is de- 
nied to the lady? Monſieur, ſaid I, your 
ſentiments diſcover a generous mind; but 
ſuppoſing I had a mind to give M. Bella- 
lamy a rival, would not you be the firſt 
to diſcover it to him? What anſwer he 


made I cannot now eaſily recollect; but 


before he left the room, things happened 
out in ſuch a manner, that he had very 
cogent reaſons for not informing M. Bel- 
lamy of the converſation that had paſſed 
between us. The next day I ſaw M. Bel- 
lamy, and the ſatisfaction he expreſſed in 
my company, fully proves the truth of 
Othello's obſervationn 1 


« He that is robb'd, not wanting what is ſtol'n, 
Let him not know it, and he's not robb'd at all.“ 


H - Lamb 
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I muſt own, indeed, that what he was 
robbed of was of very little. conſequence, 
and I cannot give you a more juſt idea of 
its worth, than by ſaying in the words of 
Iago, that 
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« Twas ſomething, nothing, had been mine, 1 
Was his, and might be another's in a day or two.“ v 
But to conclude this part of my hiſtory, 
Mr. Bellamy having ſome time after ſent 4 


monſieur with the ſame meſſage he had 
brought me before, we immediately pre- I te 
pared to avail ourſelves of his abſence, | hi 
and to the full enjoyed a pleaſure which I k. 
was ſoon to coſt us dear. For one of f 
thoſe mal- apropos accidents, which ſo fre- 
quently occaſion ſeparations between hus- m | 
band and wife, now happened to us, who, 
as hath appeared already, behaved too 1 
like huſband and wife to each other. To ab, 
explain myſelf: whilſt I and my French pa- h aj 
ramour, 


of? . 


oY 


Mis SUKEY SHANDY. 99 
ramour, like light and heat, lay incorpo- 


rate, and having taſted joys too fierce to 


laſt for ever, indolently repoſed, gently 
reclining on each other, and wrapt in mu- 
tual contemplation; that curſt intruder, 
Bellamy, came in, and beheld a ſight 
which may very probably be more diſa- 
greeable to a keeper than a huſband; at 
leaſt, the diſgrace of the latter is much 
alleviated by the damages which he may 
recover, which have been ſaid to have 
tempted many a huſband to contribute to 
his own cuckoldom; whereas the Poor | 
keeper has no ſuch ſatisfaction to hope 
for: all he can do is to turn his diſloyal 
miſtreſs out of doors. But to return to 
my ſtory : = 


Bellamy no ſooner ſaw us in the attitude 
above deſcribed, but he fell upon my un- 
happy lover, and unmercifully kick'd him 
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round the room, and then down ſtairs. 
This incenſed me to the higheſt degree, 
and ſo great was my fury at ſeeing the 
dear creature that I doated on treated 
with ſuch indignity, that I broke out into 
the moſt bitter reproaches of Bellamy, 
and loaded him with every injurious epi- 
thet of our language. He had, however, 
ſo far recovered his temper as to hear me 
with great compoſure; and when I had 
tired myſelf with venting my ſpleen to no 
purpoſe, he, with a philoſophical air, ſig- 
nified to me that it was his reſolution that 
I ſhould not ſtay an hour longer in thoſe 
lodgings. At this intimation my anger 
entirely ſubſided, and I endeavoured to 
ſoften him by ſhedding a flood of tears, 
for 1 had tears always at command, and 
they have been highly ſerviceable to me 
upon many occaſions : however, the hard- 
hearted Bellamy was ſo far from being 
melted, at ſeeing her, . 
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« Late his bliſs and ſole delight, 
Now at his feet ſubmiſſive, in diſtreſs,” 
| MiLToNn. 


that I was, obliged to quit my new 
lodging which I had not occupied aboye 
three months. At parting I loaded the 
obdurate wretch with curſes and impre- 
cations, for I was as perfect a miſtreſs of 


this branch of rhetoric as if I had been 


bred in Newgate. So you ſee, brother, 
that I was perfectly qualified in every reſ- 
pect to carry on the trade I had began, 
and, conſequently, was not unworthy of 
being ſiſter to the renowned Triſtram 
Shandy. I am, 


Yours affectionate ſiſter, 
S. SHAN D T. 


* 
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LETTER XIV. 


Dear BROTHER, 


EING thus caſt off I found myſelf 
reduced to ply about the ftreets for 
cuſtomers, not caring to return to my 
aunt's, who I knew would be but little 
ſatisfied with my conduct; and, to tell the 
truth, ſhe could have but little reaſon to 
be ſo. I had not been long upon the 
look-out, when I met the midſhipman 
who had made acquaintance with me in 
the country. He immediately recolle&- 
ed me, and tho? he at firſt ſhewed a little 
ſurprize, he ſoon gueſſed at my ſituation, 
and deſired my company to the next ta- 
vern : I gladly accepted the offer, and to 
the tavern we went, where he immediately 
ordered a roaſted fowl and a bottle of wine. 
Tho' I had been a little dejected before, 
| the 
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the wine ſoon raiſed my ſpirits; for which 
reaſon I plied the glaſs ſo ſmartly that 
another bottle was called for, and another 


after that. We drank ſeveral healths; and 


thoſe which I gave were as free as thoſe 
given by my lover. You may, pethaps, 


be inquiſitive to know whether we did any 
thing elſe but eat and drink; but you 
muit excuſe me from gratifying your cu- 


rioſity in this particular. The midſhip- 
man, at parting, made me a preſent, which 
at this juncture was very acceptable. Be- 
ing again reduced to ply about the ſtreets 
I raiſed contributions on many gentlemen 


and others, without meeting with any ac- 


cident worth relating. Whilſt J conti- 
nued this courſe of life, which now began 


to grow very diſagreeable to me, I one 
day met in the ſtreet the very individual 
Chriſtopher, who had the firſt poſſeſſiog 
of my heart, Our ſurprize was mutual 
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at ſeeing each other again: Chriſtopher 


was dreſſed in a blue livery, with a ſhoul- 
der-knot, and wore a ſilver laced hat: he 
accoſted me as ſoon as his ſurprize was 
over; and I could perceive by the ſymp- 


toms of concern, which he ſhewed in his 
countenance, for the ſituation I was in, 


that he had {till ſome remains of affection 
for me. He propoſed to adjourn to a 


neighbouring alehouſe: as pride was by 


no means an ingredient in my diſpoſition, 


I did not refuſe the invitation; ſo to the 


alehouſe we went: Chriſtopher aſked me 
what I choſe to drink ; upon which I told 
him that my liquor was rum-punch, 
which I always drank warm, but in ſmall 
quantities, as {ixpennyworth was my uſual 
ſtint. Chriſtopher having received this 


information, called for ſixpennyworth of 
warm rum: punch for me, and a pot of 


porter for himſelf, He then aſked me 
6 whether 
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whether ſmoaking was offenſive to me; e 
to which, when I replied in the negative, 
he called for a pipe and a paper of tobac- 


co, and drinking to my good health, be- 


gan to ſmoax. When 1 ſaw myſelf thus, 
tere a tète, with Chriſtopher, I could not 
help recollecting the ſummerchouſe, in 
which I firſt loſt my innocence, and which 
gave occaſion to my being then reduced 
to drink in an alehouſe: however, I do 
not pretend to charge Chriſtopher with 
being the author of my ruin. Tf he had 
my m—d-nh—d, it was only becauſe he 
was the firſt. When Chriſtopher and I 
had awhile amuſed ourſelves with our li- 
quor, we gave each other mutual infor- 
mation concerning our reſpective condi- | 
tions; the reſult of which ſeemed to pro- 

miſe me an alteration of my affairs for the 
better. I underſtood from Chriſtopher 8 
account, that he was in the ſervice of an 


old 
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old gentleman of a conſiderable eſtate, 
in whom deſire exceeded the power of 
gratification, and who always kept a miſ- 
treſs, upon whoſe account he ſpared no 


expence. That his laſt miſtreſs was an 


inferior actreſs at Covent Garden play- 
houſe, whom he had long ſuſpected of not 
being over: faithful to him, and at laſt had 
turned her off, upon finding his ſuſpicions 
converted into certainty. At preſent, 
continued Chriſtopher, he has no regular 
miſtreſs, but every day I am fent out upon 
the look-out for a woman for him to paſs 
the night with. He intends to change them 
every day, till he can ſuit himſelf with a 
miſtreſs to his mind. If you have no ob- 
jection to it, ſaid he, I will preſent you 
to him, and it may be the means of put- 
ting you in a ſettled way again. I readily 
accepted the offer, and thanked Chriſto- 
pher for his attachment to my intereſt. 
Chriſto- 
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Chriſtopher ſoon after paid the reckon- 
ing, and we left the alehouſe, in order to 
go to his maſter's. Of the reception I 
met with J ſhall inform you in my next 
letter; but I cannot conclude this, without 
taking notice of the unaccountable ways 
in which old acquaintances meet, after a 


long ſeparation, which are ſometimes ſo 


extraordinary as to make us look upon 
thoſe extraordinary incidents, which we 


meet with in novels, as probable, and 


founded in nature. I am,  &c.. 
S. SHANDY. 


KEEEEESEEEEESSSESELE ELSE ESSE 


LETTER IN 
Drax BroTHER, | 
Was conducted by Chriſtopher to a 

large houſe in Groſvenor - ſquare; be- 

ing entered he deſired me to wait awhile 
| in 


\ 
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in the parlour whilſt he ſpoke with his 


maſter who was in the next room. After 
a ſhort ſtay I was introduced to a tall 
meagre perſonage, that ſeemed to be 
need of fifty. He was ſo worn with a 
conſtant courſe of debauchery, that he 
ſeemed to be reduced to bone and ſkin : 
he put me in mind of Gil Blas's old impo- 
tent maſter; and ſo concluding, that he 
required a demure look and reſcrved be- 
haviour in a woman, I reſolved to act the 
veſtal; and having been accuſtomed to 
aſſume a variety of different characters, I 
acquitted myſelf fo well that I captivated 
the old gentleman, who propoſed to take 
me into keeping ; and the terms he offer- 
ed were ſo advantageous, that I could not 
but think myſelf highly obliged to Chri- 
ſtopher, and reſolved to ſhew my grati- 
| tude upon a proper occaſion. There was, 
indeed, nothing very engaging in my 
lover, 
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who, with reſpect to amorous delights, 


reſembled thoſe who, by conſtant drink- 


ing, have deſtroyed their appetites, and 
have occaſion for ſauces, ragouts, and 
high-ſeaſoned diſhes, to Irritate their ſto- 
machs, incapable of digeſting ſtronger 
food. My new keeper was obliged to 


have recourſe to a provocative, which to 


me appeared ſomewhat extraordinary. 
The very ſame expedient which ſchool- 
maſters make uſe of in order to excite the 
diligence and attention of their ſcholars, 
was required to prepare him for the rit tes 
of Venus; and yet, after th s. was pro- 
perly applied, he acquitted himſelf ſo ill, 


that I could not have born with him, had 


it not been for intereſted motives: how- 
ever, at his intervals of abſence, when he 
went to a neighbouring coffee- houſe, 
Chriſtopher found means to conlole me, 
or elle | ſhould have languiſhed fadly by 

being 
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being buried in ſuch monumental arms. 
You will, no doubt, brother, be ſurpriſed 
at my indiſcretion, as ſuch a conduct had 
already brought me into diſgrace ; but 
ſuch was my conſtitution, that I could not 
refiſt ſuch a temptation let the conſe- 
quences be what they would. You know, 
brother, we all have our ruling paſſion, 
which being once diſcovered, furniſhes a 
maſter-key to all our actions; and from 
the courſe of theſe memoirs, I think it is 
pretty evident what mine was. Thus I 
lived for ſome time, and had no other ob- 
jection to my condition, but the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of being obliged to humour 
all the caprices of impotent concupiſcence, 
when fortune began again to perſecute 
me, not by attacks made againft myſelf, 
but what is much more affecting to a ge- 
nerous mind againſt my friends; poor 
Chriſtopher was turned off by his maſter 


I | on 
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on account of his drunkeneſs and negli- 
gence, ſo that I ſaw myſelf deprived of my 
only conſolation ; and what added to my 
affliction was, that I could not take my 
leave of the dear fellow to whom I had ſo 
great obligations. Being now confined 
to the loathſome embraces of my nauſeous 


keeper, in order to baniſh care I was 


obliged to have recourſe to drinking wine 
and punch to exceſs; but this did not 
compenſate for the want of what was al- 
ways meat and drink to me. What are 
all the pleaſures of life to a woman who is 
deprived of the ſummum bonum of our 
ſex? This was preciſely my ſituation, for 


my Limberham of a keeper ſerved only to 


put me in mind of what I wanted. I 
was perfectly tantalized; I had the apple 


in view, but could never catch at it: in 


fine, I might as well have been in a nun- 


nery, and perhaps much better; for the 
ladies who live in convents have ſome in- 


tercourſe 
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tercourſe with prieſts and friars, who are 
well known to have more ways of admi- 
niſtering conſolation than one. Had 
Chriſtopher's ſucceſſor been but half as 
clever as himſelf, I ſhould, not have bee 

much embarraſſed ; but, alas! he was 10 
old and ugly, that it was hard to tell which 
he or his maſter was worſt. This unde - 


firable ſituation did not, however, laſt 


long ; we always find means to gratify 
our ruling paſſion ; and my wit had been 
ſo ſharpened, by being for ſome time in a 
ſtate of privation from what I wiſhed for, 
that I could have vied with an Italian wife 
in deviſing ſtratagems. Indeed, art was 
neceſſary in order to compaſs my ends, 
for as J had experienced the conſequences 
of one diſcovery, I did not care to venture 


another, thinking the hardſhips I no-] 


ſufferabie preſerable to being reduced to 
ply about the ſtreets for cuſtomers, Iam, 

Your affectionate ſiſter, 
8. D 
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LETTER XV. 


Dgan Baozuzn, | | 7 3 2 ö 


Informed you in my laſt tat I was 
greatly perplexed how to procure a 
new lover, but I may, without vanity, 
compare myſelf to the Female Quixote 


N for tho? I did not, like her, think every 
7 man that ſaw me was in love with me; I 
E was always highly ſucceſsful in ſeeking 
a amorous adventures; and I knew there 
> was ſomething in me capable of exciting 
5 tranſcientdeſire in any man, if not of kind- 
qt ling a laſting paſſion. I ſoon found means 
5 to get an old woman that lived in the op- 
770 poſite houſe, to befriend and aſſiſt me in 
. my deſign, of procuring gallants capable 
. of making up for the inability of my 


keeper. Having informed ſome gentle- 
men who lived in the ſtreet, and who 
1 would, 
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would, ſhe knew, be glad of ſuch intelli- 
gence, of the little ſatisfaction I enjoyed 
with my keeper; ſhe repreſented, in very 
pathetic terms, that it was a pity that fo 
fine à creature ſhould be thrown away 
upon an old letcher, that was entirely un- 
worthy of her. She then propoſed to 
each of them, feparately, to introduce him 
whenever the old gentleman was out of 
the way, promiſing to watch him ſo cloſely, 
as to give notice as ſoon as ever he enter- 
ech the ſtreet. Meafures being thus con · 
ꝛeerted, ſhe afterwards introduced ſeveral 
0 me ſucceſſlvely, and as time was pre - 
cious, very little of it was loſt in mo 
dconverſation or courtſhip, It is poſſible 
brother, as you ſometimes deviate i 1 
Pics af. morality, and have even gone ſo 
far A8. d compoſe fermons, that you: may 
-haye, been often tempted, in reading theſe 
TP . ro remonſtrate upon the diſſo- 
7 luteneſs, 
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luteneſs, which the violation of virtue's 
laws is always attended with, and to ex- 
aggerate the ſuperior advantages of vir- 
tue: ſo;' brother,” to deal plainhy with 
you, I will own to you, once for all, that 
virtue is my: averſion. Lordi why ſnould 
it be looked upon as virtue in 4woman:to 
deny herſelf the pleaſures ſhe: moſt ar. 

dently deſires, and refuſe to contribute to 
thoſe of the other ſex. Lord Lod, 
what a fuſs ſome ſtrange formal people 
make about this ſame virtue α quality 
_ entirely. negative -: for my part I have 
been always of opinion, that one poſitive 
quality is worth. fifty negatiues ; and then 
to confine & woman's virtue emirely to the 
foregoing of one enjoyment is; as ifo- 
men could fall no way ;butcbackwards. 
: Certain it is, however, that the Word vir- 
tue, When applied to women, ſignifies 
only theo gelf-denial above · mentioned . 
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which is a tacit'acknowledgment that it is 


not to be expected in a woman; as indeed 


how ſhould it? and fo, a fig for virtue; 
virtue is an aſs, and a gallant is worth 
forty of it. However, the contrary courſe. 
of gratifying our paſſions i not without 
its inconveniencies, as you will find, if 
you take the trouble of reading the re- 
mainder of this letter. Among other 
gallants introduced to me by the old wo- 
man before-mentioned, there happened 
to be a lieutenant of dragoons, who, at 
parting, made me a preſent :—here, I 

think, I ſee my dear brother, Triſtram 
Shandy, ſtare, lift up his eyes, and expreſs 

his aftoniſhment at his ſiſter's fordid love 


of money. But let me tell you, maſter 


Triſtram, I ſcorn the temptation; I am 
full as generous as yourſelf, and never 
cook money from any of the nobility and 
gentry, much leſs from a-commoner, ex- 
| cept 
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cept when could not conyeniently do 
without. The: preſent he made me was 
what I could have wiſhed he had kept to 
himſelf; it was a certain diſorder, Which, 
to uſe the words of a celebrated author, 
ſome ages ago attacked human nature in 


the very ſource of life and pleaſure, This 


preſent could not avoid imparting to my 


keeper, who could know, no doubt, who 


he was indebted to for it; and the conſe- 
quence of this diſcovery was, that I was 
once more diſcarded. Being thus a ſe- 
cond time abandoned to the wide world, 

and infected with a vile diſeaſe, L did not 
at firſt know which way to turn myſelf: 
at laſt J concluded, that the beſt, or ra- 
ther the only courſe I could take, was to 
apply to my aunt; for ſhe was a woman 
of a humane charitable diſpoſition, and al- 


_ ways diſpoſed to compaſſionate thoſe that 
met with any unlucky accidents in their 


13 amorous 
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| amorous S adventures. Door woman, How 
| often have I heard her ſay, if it was not 
for "theſe" plaguy diſorders, a young lady 


that ſees company might" vie with any 
dutcheſs — chere are far 
however, "who, if they are not fouly be- 


y dutcheſſes, 


lied, might vie in theſe diforders with thy 
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1* aunt e me very dy ; 
"the was a compaſſionate woman, 


"noon, overlook. the frailties of her 
3:30 fel ellow; 445 


eatures : : however, ſhe could not 
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ing ſome remonſtrances' Upon 
the 


help m 
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8 F of ang conduct, and pins 


iS > & 2 4 


_ the — 1 was under a ue of 
becoming one of her girls A, ſecond time, 
but I, hoped. ſoon. to meet wich a new 
keeper. . Cullies, are ſeldom, x wanting in 
this metropolis ; and a woman of the 
town can never be long without one.— 

Brother; I am tempted here to make a 
_ ſhort digreſnon a after your manner, upon 


r 2 


cullies: 1 hall not attempt W"give the 


etymology of. the word, that leave to 
lexicographers ; but to m̃e it appears 


highly probable, that it, is derived from 
the yerb, to cull; to pick or chuſe. How 


4 
JI 


00 en differ the cully and lie mi joy 
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or to be choſen; for between being choſen 
and taken i in, there is but little difference. 
After I had ſome time carried on the old 
trade, to the no ſmall emolument of my 
aunt, who was fully indemnified for the ex- 
pence ſhe had been at, in order to get me 
cured, I was taken into keeping bya gen- 
tleman of a conſiderable fortune, who ſoon 
after carried me over with him to France. 
Upon my arrival at Paris, which is ſaid 
to be the paradiſe of women, the purga- 
tory of men, and the hell of horſes, my 
mind was elated with joy; and being en- 
| "gowed with great natural penetration, 
| from the various objects I beheld I form- 
| "ed' conjectures of a thouſand agreeable 
circumſtances, Which I afterwards found 
realized. My keeper took an hotel in 
the Fatnebourgh St. Germain, where we 
ved in extreme ſplendour, and ſaw a 
eat deal of good company. Lou muſt 


know, 
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know; brother; that! amongſt'orher.privi- 


leges peculiar to women of France, a kept 


miſtreſs is there entitled to ſee the beſt 
company of the other ſex. Welk, tobe 
ſure, brother, Paris is a charming place; 
the women there are indulged ia ſuch 
complete liberty, whereas 1n.Kingland-a 
woman that is in keeping might, almoſt 


as well be married. Mr. Gayleſs, my 


new keeper, had before reſided in France, 


and had ſo far adopted the manners of 


that polite country, that he was not very 
ſollicitous whether I as true tod him or 
or not. I ſoon viſited all the public 
places, the French and Italian æomedies, 


the opera, the comic opera, the balls, &c. 


ſometimes I went with Mr. Gayleſs, and 
ſometimes with a female acquaintance, 


for was acquainted» with ſeveral, WhO 
were all ladies of my own profeſſion. -.In 


the commerce I had with theſe, I could 
= * 
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not help taking notice of the difference 
of behaviour between a woman of plea- 
ſure in France and England; and the re- 
ſalt of my obſervation was, that a woman 
of pleaſure in France behaves juſt like 
any other woman, whereas in England, 
ſhe is diſtinguiſned by a freedom and eaſe 
of behaviour peculiar to her profeſſion. 

I found it ſomewhat difficult to account 
for this, until: I received information that 
all che women in Paris may be properly 
looked upon as womer of pleaſure, and 
that all the difference is, chat ſome of them 
are paid, and others not. The maſt agree- 
able acquaintance I ever made amongſt 

my own ſex was an actreſs belonging to 
the opera, who was equally famous for 
her gallantries, and her- wit: that ſhe was 
with feaſon famous for the firſt will rap · 

c pear in the courſe of theſe memoirs z And 
that ſhe was no leſs juſtly renowned for 
_ the 
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the latter, the following ſtory will con- 
vince you: One night a nobleman offer- 


ed a certain dancer, remarkable for the 
n ſptightlineſs and good humour of her be- 
e 'haviour, twenty guineas for the favour; 
d, but finding upon examination of the pre- 
fe miſſes, that the bargain he had made Was 
m. attended with manifeſt danger; he deter- 
mt mined to retract, and inſiſted upon having 
hat his money again. Hereupon the affair 


ly vas referred to madamoiſelle la Mort, the 
and actreſs above-mentioned, ho gave judg- 
em ment in the following words,: Le Toile 
ree- levẽ, on ne rend plus d' argent ; when, the 
ng lt curtain is drawn no money is 49 be re- 


g to turned. I have ſometimes mkde one ef a 
for party with this actreſs, when the reſt- of 
A was the company generally conliſtediof young 
l:ap- men of quality, and of actreſſes from. the 


z and ſeveral different theatres. I ſhall deſcribe 
cb for 2 pleaſure, that you 


— —ͤ— 
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may be enabled to form a judgment in 


What manner the French ladies paſs their 


lives. I ſhall begin by deſcribing the 
men who were preſent upon this occa- 


ſion, as L was always of opinion, that the 


maſculine is more worthy than the femi- 


nine. The moſt conſiderable perſonage 
in chis company was the chevalier D—, 
a young gentleman of a fine perſon, tall 
and lender, his features were delicate, 
and his eyes, which were not quite black, 
contained a great deal of tenderneſs and 
ſenſibility. Next him in rank was the 
marquis de, whoſe age did not 


ſeem to exceed ſeventeen: he was low in 


ſtature, but elegantly ſhaped; his Hair was 


ſloe-black; his eyes were of a colour more 
pleaſing than his | complexion. © There 
. was. a. ſweetneſs and ſprightlineſs in his 


-. countenance, not to be expreſſed, and an 
| ö ſomewhat in his face, which 


ſeemed 
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ſeemed to be an alarm to love his com- 
plexion inclined to the ſwarthy, but ſew. 


fair faces were ever half ſo pleaſing as his. 
Monſ. D was the next that attracted 
my notice: he was tall, being. full ſix” 
Engliſh feet; his ſhape was faultleſs, and 
his perſon neither thin nor luſty; his com- 
plexion was fair and extremely; clear, and 
he had the fineſt light hair I had ever be- 
held. Next to him was a young officer, 
who ſurpaſſed all the reft in beauty; his 
eyes had in them ſomething peculiar to 
the climate of France, which cannot eaſily" 
be deſcribed, ſo as- to give an adequate 
idea of it to thoſe who never were in that 
country. - To conclude, my deſcription! 
of him, both his face and perſon were 
ſuch, that the fineſt woman in France 
would have found her account in chang- 
ing with him. I muſt, in their turn, de- 
ſcribe the ladies who compoſed the re- 


mainder 
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mainder of this aſſembly. - Mademoiſelle 
la Mort gvas tall, and finely ſnaped: ſhe 
had; a ſprightlineſs and aſſurance in her 
face, Which ſecmed vaſtly. agreeable, as 
they were tempered with a ſweetneſs and 
complacency inexpreſſible: her fine long 
black hair ſhe wore tied behind; but I ſſiall 
not attempt to convey an idea of all their 
various graces. Next her in perſonal 
charms was an actreſs of the Italian come- 
dy, whoſe locks were yellow; a great 
beauty witk the ancient inhabitants of 
Italy. The yielding marble of her ſnowy 
boſom fee med to ſue the hand but 
I ſhall ſtop here; for to deal plainly with 
yau, brother, E don't take half the plea· 
ſure in deſtribing handſome women that 
Ido in deſeribing: handſome men. We 
paſſed the evening in :amorous delights ; 
and what: contributed: to enhance qur 
en ee wes in ung . ſhared 


«s 
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each other's joys, by imitating the ancient 


orgies, and religious rites of Venus, whoſe 
votaries Jacrificed to herineachother's pre- 
ſence. Our amorous ſacrifice: being over 


ve ſat down to ſupper, where all that lux- 
ury could deſire was prepared, for the gra- 


tification of our appetites, with the moſt 
exquiſite wines the country afforded. Af- 
ter the wines coffee was ſerved up, and 
then liquors of various kinds. Thus hav- 
ing protracted the time with drinking, 
ſinging, and ſuch converſation as is uſual 


upon ſuch oecaſions, we ſeparated about 


four o'clock in the morning Such oc- 
caſional frolics my keeper was never ſolli- 
citous about, as he did not confine him - 
ſelf to me alone, but frequently paſſed an 


evening with ſome French woman of his 


acquaintance. It was, indeed, noble aqd 
generous in him, to indulge me in a li- 


berty which he 200k himſelf andt it were 


to be wiſhed that the whole ſex would fol- 
low 
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low his example. You may depend upon 
it I made a good ule of the liberty in 
which he indulged me; ſo, for a frolie, 
J ſometimes diſguiſed myſelf in boy's 
cloaths, and in that manner went into 
public places. Thus dreſſed I had the 
air of a complete petit maitre, and with 
the greateſt eaſe imaginable, aſſumed 
their tone and manners: for you muſt 
know, brother, a French petit-maitre is a 
fort of a medium between man and wo- 
man, tho' of the two he ſeems to approach 
nearer the latter. Happening to go to 
the opera one evening I met with a 
young muſqueteer; this mufqueteer wore 
a gold-laced hat, with a white feather in 
it, and was dreſſed in a ſuit of white and 
gold, yet his figure ſeemed to ſet off his 
dreſs ; I ſhall not deſcribe it, as I have al- 
| ready perhaps tircd your patience with 
deſcriptions. He ſeemed ſtruck with my 
perſon, and both before the curtain was 
3 drawn, 


ach 


ore 
r in 
and 
F his 
e al- 
with 
1 my 
1 Was 
rawn, 
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drawn, and between the acts, addreſſed 
himſelf to me with a grace and politeneſs 
altogether engaging. The piece being 
ended he invited me to his lodgings, 
where we had not been long before he, 
by ſome accident or other, came to the 


knowledge of my ſex : however, he was 


far from availing himſelf of this diſcove- 
ry according to my expectations; I ſoon 
found that he was one of the daffodils, or 
rather fribbles, who have neither power or 
ſpirit to enjoy what conſtitutes the chief 
pleaſure of the more manly part of the 
ſex. Of this inſignificant race there is a 
conſiderable number at Paris, who profeſs 
the higheſt contempt for women, and are 
enamoured of their dear ſelves alone : yet, 
in deſpiſing women they may not im- 
properly be ſaid to deſpiſe themſelves, a8 
they want nothing but the petticoat and 
ſtays to be complete females. But I ſhall 
not dwell any longer upon ſo inſignifi- 

„ K cant 
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cant a ſubject : an effeminate man is, in 


my opinion, the moſt inſignificant of all 


animals. One would be tempted to think, 
that ſuch creatures continue homanculi, 
from the time they come into the world 
till they go out of it. I ſhould be glad 
of your opinion upon this, brother; you 
are a ſcholar, and probably may be able 
to explain the phenomenon, which ſeems 


to me to prove, that women are in gene- 


ral more perfect than men, as they are ſel- 
dom known to be indifferent to the other 
ſex. I am, your affectionate ſiſter, 

S. SH AND 1. 


EEE 
LETTER XVII. 


DAR BROTHER, 
OU have juſtly obſerved, that every 
living ſoul has a circle of impor- 
tance ſurrounding him; and you will find 
| In 
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in the courſe of theſe memoirs, that the 
circle of my importance extended to a con- 
ſiderable circumference: happily, how- 
ever, it never extended as far as the plan- 
tations, which many ladies of pleaſure 
have touched at in the courſe of their pe- 
regrinations. If it did not extend ſo far, 
it took in countries which have made a 
much greater figure in the world; I mean 
France and Italy, which have been mo- 
dels to all the reſt of Europe, in whatever 
relates to elegance and pleaſure. My 
going to Italy was occaſioned by a melan- 
choly accident, which was no other than 
the death of my keeper, who was killed 
in duel by a French officer, whom he had 
provoked in a diſpute, which they main- 
tained upon the ſubject of government. 
Upon his death an Italian count, who had 
ſometimes ſeen me at his hotel, took me 
into keeping, and we ſet out together for 

KS Italy. 
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Italy. Thus, brother, you ſee that your 
ſiſter ſignalized herſelf in various climes, 
and chat her conqueſts were not confined 
to the inhabitants of a ſingle country, 
My new keeper was of a character en- 
tirely the reverſe of that of Mr. Gayleſs : 
his conſtant jealouſy was altogether inſup- 
portable to me; and the confinement [ 
lived in with him, made me regret the li- 
berty I enjoyed at my aunt's, Tho? he had 
nothing engaging in him, I was under a 
receſſity of being true to him as 1 dreaded 
his furious temper, ſhould he detect me in 
an affair with any body elſe. The cli. 
mate of the country where we lived, de- 
barred me the conſolation of drinking ; 
ſo that I was now more unhappy than ever. 
7 Lord, brother, how unfortunate was I to 
1 fall into the hands of an Italian: —here, 
. perhaps, you may remind me, that I was 
very well pleaſed with an Italian dancing} * 
mater 
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maſter; but, brother, there is no rule ſo 
general as to admit of no exceptions : tho? 
there are ſome amiable Italians, the men 
of that country are, for the moſt part, ſo 
jealous, that one would think they were 
made by nature to plague the women. I 
have another particular reaſon for hating 
the Italians : Muſt not that be a deteſta- 
ble people, that can cauſe many children 
to be mutilated every year, and barba- 
rouſly deprive them of what nothing can 
make them adequate amends for. To re- - 
turn to ſignor Garotti, whom T ſhould 
gladly have quitted for ever, the longer 1 
lived with him the leſs ſatisfaction I found 


in his company, ſo that I, at laſt, formed 


the reſolution to elope from him, which 


I effected in the following manner: One 


evening that I knew he was to have ſome 
gentlemen with him, who I knew would 
detain him pretty late upon ſome buſineſs, 

| K 3 "Mi 
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at the diſcuſſion of which my preſence. 


was entirely unneceſſary, I, put on a ſuit 
of his cloaths, which eaſily fitted me, as 
he was a ſlender man and much about my 
height. Being thus prepared I waited 
behind the door of the room where they 
were, till I ſaw the ſtreet door open; as 
they were many in number, and ſtood 
ſome time talking in the hall, I found 
means to blow out the candle unperceiv- 
ed, which they attributing to accident, I 
ſlipt by unnoticed. I run but very little 


_ riſque in making this attempt, which I 


could eaſily have paſſed upon my keeper 
as a frolic, as I had often dreſſed myſelf 
in his cloaths before. When I was got 
into the ſtreet, it was ſo dark that I found 
it an eaſy matter to get off unperceived by 


thoſe who came out with me, and going 


to an inn ordered a ſupper, and having 
paſſed the night there, early the next 
morning 
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morning quitted Florence, and that very 
day arrived at Leghorn, from whence I 
propofed to ſet fail for England. I for- 
got to tell you, brother, that I had poſſeſ- 
ſed myſelf of jewels and money to the 
value of a thouſand pounds; for in the 
courſe of my adventures, I could not but 
learn the great importance of ſuch paſs- 
ports. At my arrival at Leghorn, I had 
the good fortune to meet immediately 
with with an Engliſh merchantman bound 


to Briſtol, and having embarked on board 


it, had a very favourable paſſage ; but 
as I was born to have a variety of adven- 
tures, I could not even have a refpite from 
them during the paſſage: ſo that you will 
ſce, brother, that I have been like St. Paul, 
have been in perils by water, and in pe- 
rils by land, and that I ſoon became, to 
uſe the words of the ſame apoſtle, all 
things to all men. Perhaps you may think 
K 4 me 
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me prophane for quoting ſcripture in a 
hiſtory, which is ſomewhat free; but this 


I can defend by your own example, bro- 


ther; you yourſelf have inſerted a ſer- 
mon in the ludicrous narrative of your 
memoirs, and ſeem to look upon the pul- 

pit as a fit place to be occupied by a jeſter, 

J have therefore imitated you herein, and 
hope that the influence of our united exam- 
ples, will be ſufficient to remove the narrow 


prejudices of thoſe, who think ſcripture 


ſhould not be trifled with. If the poet's 


remark be juſt, that we may laugh and 


ſpeak truth, why ſhould we be debarred 
from citing texts of ſcripture in a laugh- 
ing mood. I am, 


Your- affectionate ſiſter, 


S. SHANDY. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


Dzar BROTHER, 


Could not fo artfully conceal my ſex, 
but the captain of the veſſel, who was 


a diſcerning man, ſoon ſuſpected that 1 
was not what I ſeemed, For tho' it is 


common upon the ſtage, for a woman in 


the habit of the other ſex, to converſe for - 


hours together with a man, nay, with a 
man with whom ſhe has long been fami-- 
liarly acquainted with; ſuch a thing could 
hardly happen in real life, and ſuch inci- 
dents ſhould be looked upon as poetical 
licences, which are permitted mercly by 


the indulgence of an audience. The ſea- 


captain finding his organs affected by 
mine, in a manner very different from that 
which the organs of a man affected them, 
could not avoid forming ſome ſuſpicion 


of 


| 
| 
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of the cauſe. Had he been a philoſopher 
he might have accounted for his ſurmiſe; 
for the difference between philoſophers 
and the ignorant conſiſts in this: though 
they both have the ſame inſtincts, the for- 


mer can explain their inſtincts, and ſhew 


from whence they are; the latter have 


the ſame feelings, but cannot account for 


them. It is unneceſſary, brother, to in- 
form ſo profound a philoſopher as your- 


ſelf, that all love and affection is founded 
upon a ſympathy ſubſiſting between the 


organs of different perſons, who no ſooner 
meet but their bodies operate upon each 


other, juſt as two fiddles utter the 
fame harmony, when tuned in uniſon. - 


This philofophy is in great vogue in 
France, and it was there 1 learned it. To 
return to the captain, whom I had almoſt 
loſt fight of, tho he ſeldom loſt ſight of 


me; for he was very particular and aſſi- 


duous 


looked ſo like courtſhip, that I don't 
doubt but ſome anſwers, I let drop, might 
have confirmed him in his ſuſpicion. He 


ſoon contrived means to remove it en- 


tirely. One morning as I lay in bed a 
littie longer than uſual, he, with a boiſte- 


rous ſailor-like familiarity, came to me, 
and throwing off the cloaths, cried out, 


Zounds! isn't it a ſhame for a young fel- 


low to lie ſluggiſhly in bed in the morn- 
ing? He came upon me ſo unexpectedly, 


that I could not prevent him from ſeeing 


' what at once convinced him of the truth 
of his ſuſpicions, and added fuel to the 
flame of his paſſion. His eyes ſparkled 


with joy, and ſo ſtrong was the expreſſion 
with which they were fixed upon me, that 


I could hardly ſupport it. To uſe the 


Cin- 
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duous in his civilities; there appeared to 
be ſomething of tenderneſs in his manner 
of converſing with me, and it ſometimes 
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emphatical words of Mr. Pope, they flaſh- 
ed intolerable day. Having thus pro- 
cured an opportunity, he preſſed me fo 
vigorouſly, that I almoſt began to be 
afraid of being raviſhed, and would have 
cried out; but I reflected that 1 could pro- 
cure no aſſiſtance by to doing, as I was 
the only paſſenger on board, and the ſail- 


ors were all devoted to their captain. I 


had another reaſon beſides for not making 
any coaliderable reſiſtance, and that was, 


that the captain was a ſprightly well- 
 limbed young fellow, with a ruddy com- 


plexion, pleaſing features, and ſhort black 
hair tied behind, which became him 


. hugz=ly.; fo-I did not think much of let- 


ting him partake of what had been en- 
joyed by fo many ; and E afterwards found 


he acquitted him{clf fo well upon certain 


occaſions, that I was net ſorry for having 
met with ſuch a lover. This was not the 
firſt 


3 
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firſt ſailor I had an affair with, and you 


will find hereafter that he was the laſt. 


In my commerce with ſea-faring men in 


general, I fou nd that, however defective 


they may be in the delicacy and refine- 
ment of courtſhip, they are at leaſt equal 
to any body of men whatever in the more 
ſolid and ſubſtantial demonſtrations of 
love. Our paſſage laſted three weeks, 
during which time my ſea-lover gave me 
repeated proofs of the ardour of his paſ- 
ſion; and when we arrived at Briſtol he 
propoſed taking a lodging for me, and 
living with me as he had done at ſea. To 
this I readily conſented, as I did not care 
to live without that neceffary thing, a 
man, and had no reaſon to think I could 
provide myſelf better elſewhere. Before 
I went aſhore my ſfea-gallant brought me 
ſuitable women's apparel, and ſoon after 
I took poſſeſſion of a genteel lodging, 
3 . which 
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which he had taken for me. I reſolved 


to conceal my wealth from my lover, and 
to keep it for an emergency, having found 
by experience that men are prone to 
change: fo I took care to give my lover 
to underſtand, that I had not above twen- 
ty guineas in the world; for as I perceived 
he had a turn to prodigality, I was appre- 
henſive that I might, in the end, be obliged 
to contribute towards ſupplying his ex- 
travagancies. My new lover ſpared no 
expence, and we lived for ſome time in a 
conſtant courſe of pleaſure and merri- 
ment. As I had a good head for drink- 
ing, I was a match for the captain over 
punch, wine, or flip: he could never 


make me knock under that way, tho? I 


have often brought him down another 


way. However, I found ſoon after, that 


the precaution I had taken was juſt; for 
the captain having, in a ſhort time, ſquan- 
3 1 dered 
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dered his ready caſh, was obliged to make 
another voyage; and after having very 
affectionately taken his leave of me, and 
expreſſed his ſorrow for our ſeparation, 
he ſet ſail, and left me mourning on the 


barren ſhore. 1 was not, however, much 


concerned for his los, as I knew it was 
very eaſy to repair it; ſo I ſoon after ſet 


out for London, an excellent place to re- 


pair the loſs of a gallant. I am, 
Your affectionate ſiſter, 
S. SHAN DY. 


VAAN AN 
L E T T BR: XX. 


DEAR 8 


Set out with great alacrity, anticipating 

in imagination the happineſs I ſhould 
enjoy upon reviſiting dear London; when, 
oh! 
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oh! how ſhort are human ſchemes, ! 
found myſelf attacked by two fellows, 
one dreſſed in a blue ſurtout, the other in 

a brown coat with metal buttons : they 
both had black crapes about their necks, 
and piſtols in their hands; one of them 
ſwore he would blow my brains out di- 
rectly if I did not ſtand, and the other 
ſeized my horle by the bridle. Sure, bro- 
ther, I muſt have been born under an un- 
happy planet, that fellows ſhould thus 
have it in their power to make me ſtand 
or fall at their pleaſure : however, I can 
blame no one but myſelf for my misfor- 
tune; it was entirely owing to my indil- 
cretion in reſuming my diſguiſe of boy's 
cloaths, which I did merely with a view of 


being unmoleſted till I approached Lon- { 
don. Thus was I rifled of all my money; Na 
but as I had carefully concealed my jew- Ml + 
els, by ſewing them up between the lining y 


of 


with my adventures, and aſked her advice 


young fellow in the way of marriage, or 
Z E at 
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of my coat, I ſtill was worth about three 
hundred pounds. The highwaymen were 
O overjoyed at ſo rich a booty as ſeven 
hundred pounds, which they found upon 
examining my cloak-bag, that they im- 
mediately rode off without taking the 
trouble of ſtripping me, or ſearching me 
any farther. I thought myſelf happy in 
having come off ſo well; and being ar- 
rived at the metropolis, went directly to 
the houſe of a female acquaintance, in 


whom I could confide ; where, after I had 


laid aſide my diſguiſe, I acquainted her 


concerning the regulations of my future 
conduct. The advice ſhe gave me I 


thought very good, and immediately re- 


ſolved to follow it. It was to aſſume the 


appearance and airs of a woman of condi- 


tion, and endeavour to draw in ſome raw 


places, but ſoon found that I was too well 


had no objection but his advanced age and 


ſituation, chiefly becauſe my keeper was fo 
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at leaſt to procure an advantageous ſettle- 
ment from ſome rich cully. In purſu- 
ance of this advice 1 frequented all public 


known to hope for ſucceſs in the former 


way; I therefore confined my hopes to 
the latter, and' was ſoon taken into keep- 


ing by Mordecai, a rich Jew, to whom I 


his religion ; but theſe two conſiderations 
were greatly overbalanced by his wealth. 
Upon the whole, tho? thoſe of his tribe 
lie under general obloquy and reproach, 
I found him to be a very worthy good- 
natured man, and I was pleaſed with my 


much engaged by buſineſs, that he had not 
an opportunity to take notice of the fre- 
quent infidelities which I was guilty of 
towards him. Whilſt IT lived with this 
deſcendant of Abraham, I happened to 


1 | have 
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have an occaſional interview with my old 


acquaintance Mr. Frankly, who, tho' he 
ſeemed not to have the ſame ſentiments for 
me, which he had upon our firſt acquain- 
tance, {till retained ſome degree of affec- 
tion for me, which I looked upon as an 
eminent proof of his goodneſs of heart. 


Let moraliſts fay what they will, brother, 


a rake may have more goodneſs of heart 
than a thouſand rigid and auſtere partizans 
of religion and virtue. Mordecai being 
obliged to go to Holland about his affairs, 
and having given me to underſtand, that 
he did not expect to return in leſs than a 
month, I was overjoyed at the intelli- 


gence; but ſo much was I miſtreſs of the 


art of diſſembling, an art full as neceſſa- 


ry to a kept miſtreſs as to a courtier, 
that I expreſſed the higheſt concern at 


parting, and went ſo far as to ſhed tears. 
You may depend upon it I took care to 
„ avail 


—— ——— 
— 
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avail myſelf of his abſence; for whilſt he 
was in town I always lay under ſome re- 
ſtraint, and had ſome meaſures to keep 


with him. Being now miſtreſs of myſelf 


J admitted the viſits of a crowd of young 
fellows, and led a life of continual plea- 
ſure till his return, which I looked upon 
as one of the ſaddeſt accidenrs that could 


happen to me; tho' I was as ſucceſsful in | 


counterfeiting joy upon ſeeing him again, 
as in counterfeiting grief at being ſepa- 
rated from him. It was not then in my 
power to ſee as much company as before: 
however I ſtill continued to receive viſits, 
from time to time, by the management 
of an experienced o!d woman, who took 
particular care to advertiſe me if there 
was any danger of ſurprize. One even- 
ing that I was likely to be diſengaged, 
ſhe informed me that a w-ll-arefſed gen- 
tleman, who lodged in the ſame ſtreet, 

| | had 
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had intimated to her a deſire of having a 


private interview with me; and I not ap- 


pearing averſe to it, ſhe ſoon after intro- 
duced to me a luſty well ſhaped man, 
dreſſed in a ſuit of blue and gold. I did 
not immediately recollect him; but how 
great was my aſtoniſhment, when having 


conſidered him attentively, I perceived 


that he was one of the highwaymen, that 
robbed me. Perceiving, however, that 
the change of my dreſs kept me en- 
tirely from his knowledge, I was ſo far 
miltreſs of myſelf as to conceal my ſur- 
prize. But for the concluſion of this odd 
adventure, I mutt refer you to my next 
letter; and, in the mean time, ſubſcribe 
myſelf, | 
Your affectionate ſiſter, 


S. SHANDY. 


* LET; 


— 
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LFTTER ny 


Dr ar BROTHER, 


OT to keep you any longer in ſuſ- 
8 pence concerning the odd adven- 
ture which I touched upon in my laſt 
after having a ſhort time diſſembled with 
my new viſiter, I found ſome pretext to 
quit the room, and ſhortly after ſent him 
the following note, waiting in the houſe 


of the old woman before mentioned for 


an anſwer: 


= IR, 


I am the perſon whom you, with the 
aſſiſtance of another, robbed ſome time 
fince upon the road from Briſtol to Lon- 
don of ſeven hundred pounds, which if 
you don't immediately reſtore, before you 
leave my lodgings, I will get you arreſted 
_ die 


"i 1 — ww ns ou 
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directly, and proſecute you for the robbe- 


ry at next ſeſſions. A conſtable waits at 
the door for that purpoſe.” 


I immediately received an anſwer to 
this by the bearer of the former : the pur- 
port of it was as follows: 


© Mapanm, 
If you do not immediately let me quit 
your houſe unmoleſted, I'll immediately 


ſend for Mr. Mordecai, and ſhew him the 
note you ſent me, in which you conſented 


to my viſit.” 


This unlucky circumſtance I had for- 
got; ſo, after mature deliberation, I 
thought it beſt to comply with what he 
required of me, and ſuffering him to quit 
the houſe, ſent away the conſtable, and 
dropped all thoughts of proſecuting him. 

1 Thus 
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Thus J found, that what rigid people call 
a vicious courſe of life, is attended with 
one inconvenience, namely, that it ſome- 
times lays us under a neceſſity of bearing 
with the vices of others: but this is 
greatly counterbalanced by the pleaſures 
that attend it; and if we take the thing 
rightly, thoſe virtuous men who inflict 
puniſhments on the vicious, are little bet- 
ter than they. The hangman has ſeldom 
a better heart than the criminal ; and he 
that proſecutes, may juſtly be looked 


upon as the perſon who employs the hang- 
man :—but to leave off mordlizing, and 
return to my adventures. 


I lived with Mordecai till his death, 
which happened about two years after ; 
and unhappily for me he died ſuddenly of 
an apoplexy, ſo that he had not time to 
make any proviſion for me, when I again 

_ found. 
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found myſelf reduced to look out for a 
new kee per. The life of a kept miſtreſs 
is in a conſtant ebb and flow, and ſubject 
to ſo many inquietudes, that were it not 
for the infallible remedy againſt care, 
which we find in drinking wine and punch, 
our condition would hardly be preferable 
to that of thoſe dull creatures called vir- 
tuous wives. My tenement, however, 
did not long remain unoccupied : had I 
ſet up a bill over my door I ſhould not 
have been ſooner enquired after. I was 
bid for by three different purchaſers, and 
at laſt diſpoſed of myſelf to the beſt bid- 


der, as I thought, for I judged of them 


by their outward appearance, and he was 
the beſt dreſt of the three. My new 
keeper took a genteel lodging in War- 
wick-ſtreet, and there we lived in a very 
elegant manner. During the time I lived 
with Hazard, nothing remarkable hap- 

pened 
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pened to me, except the meeting with an 
old acquaintance, whom I neither ex- 
pected or deſired ever to ſee again. One 
evening as I paſſed through the Hay- 
market, in order to viſit an acquaintance 
who lived there, I ſaw a perſon come out 
of the prince of Orange's coffee-houſe, 
whom I thought I had ſeen ſomewhere, 
He fixed his eyes upon me with great 
earneſtneſs, and our ſurprize was mutual, 
when I diſcovered in him il ſignor Garotti, 
and he in me his old miſtreſs. He im- 
mediately accoſted me in the French lan- 
guage, and upbraiding me with great bit- 
terneſs, threatened to proſecute me with 
all the ſeverity of the law; however, I 
ſoon found means to convince the incenſed 
count, that his malice was altogether im- 
potent, and ſpoke in ſo undaunted a tone, 
that his paſſion entirely ſubſided, and 
feigning + a deſire of reconciliation, he de- 
ſired 
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fired the favour of my company to a ta- 
vern. This J abſolutely refuſed, not caring, 


us to truſt myſelf with a vindictive Italian, 
* whom J had ſo highly provoked. To re- 
turn to Mr. Hazard, who had very little 


of the Italian in his temper, and ſeemed 
* not at all ſollicitous what other intrigues 
Ay I carried on: we lived together for ſome 


ws months in very good intelligence; and] did 

al not in the leaſt doubt that my lover was a 

« man of fortune, as we lived with a ſplen- | 
, dour that could not be ſupported without 

m- 

* a conſiderable expence : however, I ſoon 


found that I reckoned without my hoſt ; 
: for Mr. Hazard diſappeared, all on a ſud- 
ith 

1 den, and the woman of the houſe got me 
1 F arreſted for board and lodging. The ſum 


due to her was very conſiderable, and 


0 with all my tears and intreaties I found it 
; | impoſſible to move her relentleſs heart; 

ind 

ug fo I was conveyed to the Fleet, a place as 


often 
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often viſited by ladies of pleaſure as by 


the muſes. From the various changes of 
fortune I had undergone, I had greatly 
improved the philo/ophic temper I was 
born with; and, therefore, I did not give 
way to dejection and deſpondence, but 
' comforted myſelf with the reflection that 
I was not ſent to Newgate, I went ſo far 
as even to flitter myſelf with the expecta- 
tion of pleaſures unenjoyed before, as 1 
had been informed by a lady of my ac- 
quaintance, that the time ſhe had paſſed 
in the Fleet was the happieſt part of her 
life. This is not very hard to be ac- 
counted for, as we are moſt apt to find 
pleaſure where we leaſt expect it; and 
the agreeable diſappointment at finding a 
place leſs inſuppzrtable than we thought 
it would prove, has a natural tendency to 
make us think it more agreeable than it 
really is. I am, your affectionate ſiſter, 
% SHANDY; 


* 
— A 
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LETTER XXII. 


—— 
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' Dzarn BROTHER, 

HE obſervation with which I con- 
_ cluded my laſt, accounts for my be- 
ing diſappointed of the pleaſure I expect- 
| ed; ] expected pleaſure, and that doubt- 
leſs was the reaſon I found none, 1 
thought J had never been in worſe com- 
pany before, ſo I mixed but little with 
the jail ſociety, but paſſed my hours moſtly _ 
in reading books of amuſement. This 
life appeared very tedious and inſipid to 
me; but when I had languiſhed a conſi · 
derable time, good fortune ſent me a com- 
panion capable of alleviating the uneaſi- 
neſs of my ſituation. A gentleman was 
brought to the priſon, who, thy? too far 
advanced in years to be amiable, had a 
very advantageous prion, and there was 
2 ſomething 


— non ee 


| 
' 
| 
{ 
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ſomething extremely engaging and agree- 
able in his converſation. I had, for ſome 
years paſt, ceaſed to conſider men in the 
light of lovers; the tenderneſs and 
warmth of my youthful heart had ſub- 
fided, and I now looked upon a man only 
in the light of a neceſſary companion, 
that a woman cannot well be without in 
any ſtage of life. I was informed by this 
gentleman that he was poſſeſſed of two 
hundred pounds a year, and had been con- 
fined for a debt of five hundred pounds, 
which he could not immediately raiſe ; 
but expected ſoon to procure his enlarge- 


ment by the aſſiſtance of his friends. It 


was a great happineſs for me to have met 
with this new acquaintance z but my hap- 
pineſs received a conſiderable addition, 
when a footman one morning brought 
him a letter, by which he received intelli- 
gence, that a friend of his had adyanced 


the 
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* the ſum in queſtion, and that he ſhould 


1 be ſet at liberty that very day. Mr. 

hs Thompſon was overjoyed at receiving this 

5 intelligence, and I had no leſs reaſon to be | 
. ſo, as he had propoſed to taxe me home | 
ly to live with him as ſoon as he ſhould be | 
, releaſed. He then called in the footman | 
bh in order to give him ſome directions; | 
a, and I leave you to: guels at my ſatisfac- | 
1 tion, when I perceived him to be my long - 2 
"2 loſt Chriſtopher. We both, however, | 
, had art enough to conceal our emotions ö 


from Mr. Thompſon. The ſame day 
Mr. Thompſon was ſet at liberty, and 
having ſatisfied the woman who had cauſed: 
me to be arreſted, I was alſo delivered 
from my confinement, and lived in great 
tranquillity with my keeper : I have al- 
ways looked upon this as the happieſt 
part of my life ; for tho' my enjoyments. 
were not ſo lively and exquiſite as they 
had 


terbalance the higheſt gratifications of 


in gold letters, Chriſtopher Snap, officer 
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had been in my youthful days, I was now 
free from thoſe inquietudes which coun- 


ſenſe. It was no ſmall addition to my 
happinefs, that I lived in the ſame houſe 
with Chriſtopher, as our mutual paſſion lf } 
had ſubſided into a friendſhip, cemented v 
by time, and equally ſtrong on both ſides, t 


4: | —_— y—_Y 8 


But deareſt friends, they ſay, muſt part. ft 


In about fix years Mr. Thompſon died, b. 
having ſettled an annuity of fifty pounds ci 
a year upon me: upon this I propoſed to 
Chriſtopher to quit the country, and fol. 
low 2 little buſineſs in London, which the 
bounty of my bencfactor had enabled us 
to do. Chriſtopher, with many exprel- 
ions of acknowledgement, accepted the 
offer ; and we have ever ſince lived as ma1 
and wie, at the C—-nd—m in Bow-ſtreet, 
Covent Garden. Under the ſign 1s wrote 


for 


* 
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for the four counties; for Chriſtopher had 
n- Wl procured that commiſſion by the intereſt 
of of a gentleman, waom he had ſerved very 
my faithtully in a poſt equally honourable. 


uſe Thus, brother, I at laſt found a port: 


aon here ended all my peregrinations and ad- 
ited ventures, and Chriſtopher and J lived in 
des. the moſt perfect harmony together. We 
part. ſhould never have agreed ſo well had we 
died, been really married; for there is a ſecret 


und curſe in the name of wife and huſband, 
ed to which generally proves deſtructive of all 
1 fol: domeſtic happineſs. As I was now de- 
ch the lining into the vale of years, I took the 
ed us ame delight in miniſtering to the plea- 
xpreſ·ſures of others, that I formerly did in 
d theEſWſharing them : and in order to enjoy this 
is malſWarisfattion the more perfectly, I had holes 
{treet,ſnade in the partitions of every chamber 
s wroteſhn the houſe, thro which I could, without 
officeſſÞcing ſcen, ſce what paſſed ; and I have 

for | RE - — 
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frequently beheld ſcenes which gave me 
the higheſt ſatisfaction. This, brother, 
you muſt acknowledge to be an eminent 


proof of my goodneſs of heart; for what 


can be an higher inſtance of benevolence, 


than thus to make the pleaſures of other 


people one's own, by ſympathiſing with 
their enjoyments. My care to oblige my 
cuſtomers has been ſo ſucceſsful, that out 
houſe is the moſt frequented in all the 
precincts of Covent-Garden. However, 
I propoſe leaving off buſineſs as ſoon as! 
ſhall have amaſſed the ſum of twenty 
thouſand pounds : it is not that I fear 
ever to fall under the laſh of juſtice, for 
there is no danger of my having any 
falling out with it, as 


Juſtice 1s lame as well as blind among us, 


and I know how to compromiſe matters 
with the law. But to deal plainly with you, 
6 brother, 
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brother, as I grow old I begin'to feel 
ſome compunctions of conſcience; and 

theſe are greatly encreaſed by the pathetic 
ſermons of the Rev. Mr. G—=e Wh— d, 

of whom I am as conſtant a hearer as at- 

tendance on the neceſſary duties of my 
buſineſs will permit : ſo, after having 
been uſeful in my generation, I hope to 
make my peace with heaven, and die a 
penitent. But it is not quite ſo bad with 
me yet ; it is time enough to talk of dy- 
ing and penitence. Thus, brother, I have 
given you a faithful narrative of my ad- 


ventures ; and with the utmoſt ſincerity | 
ſubſcribe myſelf, | 


Your affectionate ſiſter, 


S. SHANDY, alias SNAP. 


Fi 2 


